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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30

pm., and read prayers.

QUESTION--MINISTER FOR AGRI:
CULTURE.

Hon. W. O. ANGWIN (without notice)
nsked the Premier: What is the name.of
the Minister appointed by His Excellency the
Governor and gazetted as Minister for Agri-
enlture?

The PREMIER replied:

The Hon. H. P.
Colebatch. .

QUESTION—-GOLD, PRICE.
Ministerial Fuplanation.

The MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon. J.
Seaddan—Albany) [4.35]: I desire to make
an explanatien in reply to a question sub-
mitted by the member for Kalgoorlie (Mr,
Green),” I notice that in the printed reply
to the question mention is made of 20s. as
being the amdunt of interim dividend for
the accounting peried ended June, 1420, This
figure should be 21s.

" ADDRESS-IN-REPLY. .
Seventh Day,
Debate resumed from the 18th August,

The MINISTER FOR MINES (Hen. J.
Scaddan—Albany) [4.38]: With the econ-
gent of the member for Tilbara (Mr. Under-
wood), who secured the adjournment of the
debate on Thursday last, I propose to ad-
dress a fow remarks to hon. wembers on-the
Address-in-reply. Whilst it is ugnal to make
some apology for doing so, I think on this
odeasion, although so many different reasons
have besn given by members for having
taken part in the address, an.apology from
mie i3 not necessary.
ber to point out that it is a waste of time,
but he does not miud wasting that time when
he has something to say himself; and al-
though it may be consideved waste of tinie on
my part T am not going to apologise for ad-
dressing myself te this question. I do not
agree with lion. members who consider that
the Address-in-reply is a waste of time. I
regard it as an opportunity given to mem-
bers, which I think should be valued by
them, te speak on all matters affecting
the general welfare of the State,and also an
opportunity for the Opposition to show what,
in their view. are their reasons why the Gov-

It is wsual for a mem- -
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ernment should be displaced. I do not know
that, taldng the gemeral trend of the diseus-
sion on this debate, there has been very much
change in the atfitude usually adopted on
such an occasion. Every Governor’s Speech
that I have ever heard submitted to Parlia-
ment has been ‘‘full of rubbish,’’ partien-
larly from the point of view of the Opposi-
tion. Tt has always been urged against those
that I have had any hand in framing, and I
suppose it will be urged against those in the
fruming of which I have no hand. The Op-
position are, of comrse, entitled to draw at-
tention to what they think are weaknesses in
the Speech, and to make the most of their
opportunities. On this occasion the diseus-
sion has centred largely around those maf-
ters that are not contained in the SBpeech. It
would be folly in. the Speech to attempt fo
state all that bad oceurred between the last
meeting of Parlinment and the reassembling
of Parliament, as also would it be to state
all that it was proposed to do during the
gession. I, therefore, do mot intend to dis-
cuss the Address-in-reply itself, At the last
sitting of the House we had some rather can-
did eriticism of the Government. I have not
the slightest objection to criticism, as I have
said before. It is rather helpful than other-
wis¢, but when an hon. member sets himself
out to criticise the Administration, he should
at least, while attempting it, if he is not able
to suggest the way in which anything should.
have been done, say in what mabner the
Government have failed. WNo such eriticism
has come from either side of the House.. We
had the eriticism from the member for Irwin
{Mr. Gardiner) on the finanees. I would sug-
gest to that hon. member, who has filled the
position of Treasurer of the State on at least
two occasions, that he might have been ablé
from his experience to help wmaterially in
guiding the destinies of the State from 3z
financial -point of view. I doubt very much
if hon. members have received any instruction
at all from his remarks. True, we have,
what is apparently a common place thing in,
Western Auvstralia, a deficit. I do not know
whether many hon: memhers who know muech

- abont cither the public finances or the condi-

tions prevailing in the State, or those condi-
tions whieh have prevailed in the State dur-
ing the last seven years, wonld be courageous
enough to suggest that we must at once set
about making the revenue and expenditire
absolutely halance. .

Hon, W, €, Angwin: "You must make dome
attempt to get sbmowhere near a balance.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I will
deal with that later., I have urged, when sub-
mitting budgets to this- House which have
shown a deficit, that the first endeavour of
the Treasurer is to place before the House a
true statement as to the finances, He has no
right to mislezd either hon. members or the
public by attempting to keep in the back-
ground certain things he may have in his
mind, which will affect the finances and
which will hecome known when the year
closes. On the other band, we have always
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made provision for a sum of money for the
Treasurer to meet any unforeseen expendi-
ture. As with a private business of any
. magnitude so it i with the Government. In
controlling the affairs of the State it is im-
possible to foresee all the likely expenditure
that will be incurred by the State in carrying
out its operations for a period of 12 months,
No Treasurer ever will succeed in doing that.
In these circumstances, the eriticisms offered
- by the member for Irwin in particular have
not been helpful, because they merely state
that although we have received more revenue
wa have expended so much more in earning
that revenue. It might be a simple task for
the Treasurer to cut his garment in sueh a
fashion that he might have sufficient cloth to
complete it. On the other hand, we do not
know that we ‘are living in a country where
we like Seymour coats, but I think we prefer
to see that we get enough clothing to keep us
warm rather than wait in the meantime to
get elothes from overseas. If we did what
the member for Perth suggests—and he is
_the worst judge of -human nature I know of
—we should make everyone feel the pinch
beeause there is at present a diffieulty in
making the revenue and expenditure balance.
The lou. member, in his ¢apacity 2s one of
the heads of the legal profession, would feel
- the pinch severely not merely as a taxpayer
but from the point of view of his aetual busi-
ness, and all those who are producing wealth
would suffer so severely that it would reflest
largely on the general econdition of the com-
munity. The best guide as to whether we
are producing that whiech is sofficient to
make life worth living is to be found in the
material condition of the community; and
although the State may for the moment find
gome difficulty in making expenditure and
‘revenue balance, the suceess or failure of a
Government has to be judged, not merely
from that standpoint, but from the stand-
point of how far the Government are assist-
ing in the establishment of the State’s indus-
tries. Take the period 1911.1914, when we
were passing through droughts.: 11ad it not
been for the fact that the Government then
went to the money-lenders to obtain the
wherewithal to carry on and assist industries,
we should not have been in the position to-
day to produce that wealth which we are
producing; had we merely adopted the atti-
tude that revenue and expenditure mnst meet,
the State wonld have suffered then and, in
consequence, would have been still suffering
severely to-day. This year we have once
more z deficit. But I bhave not heard so
much eriticism on the secore that there is a
deficit as on the score that the Treasurer
received £900,000 revenue more than was
estimated, notwithstanding which the deficit
has not been materially reduced, as, aceord-
. ing to the member for Perth (Mr. Pilking-
ton), it shonld have been. The member for
Perth does nmot appreciate the fact that the
additional revenue was due to an expansion
of business, which required additional ex-
penditure.  When we reach a stage where
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we can mzke £900,000 additional revenne
without increased taxation and increased de-
partmental charges, somebody, some section
of the community, will be suffering tre-
mendously. Let me explain to bon. members

‘the position from the standpoimt of that

additional revenune. The increased- revenue
was £918,000 and the increased expenditure -
£934,000, The increased expenditure was
due largely to the increased activities of our
buginess undertakings and trading concerns.
After all, no one would snggest that, with
a return to conditions approaching normal,
our trading concerng, which have suffered tre-
mendously from war and other causes, would
not expand, or that the expansion would not
entail both additional Tevenue and additional
expenditure. Of that £934,000 increased ex-
penditure, business undertakings and trading
concerns were responsible for £504,000 and
the railways were responsible for £432,000,
which was largely due to expansion of
traffic. No one knows better than the mem-
her for Irwin (Mr, Gardiner) that if railway
business expands, it is necessary to increase
the mileage, and with it the staff, and, conse-
quently, the working expenses.

Mr, Gardiner: Ts it your argument that
the more revenue you receive from railways,
the more you are going to leeward?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: No; I will
come to that point later, The ordinary rev-
enue of £414,000 was received frem ordimary
Government. departments other than business
undertakings and trading concerns. Of the
inereased revenue of £918,000 no less a sum
than £504,000 was from f{rading concerns
and business undertakings. At the same time,
these businesg undertakings and trading con-
cerns absorbed an additienal expenditure of
£521,000, and I suppose hon. members wonld
be justified in pointing to the fact that the
expansion of those trading eoncerns entailed
a larger sum in expenditure than it returned
in’ revenue. )

Rr. Smith: Still, it is in the pockets of
the people.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: T want to
point ont that of the £521,000 additional ex-
penditure on business nndertakings and trad-
ing concerns, £432,000 was expended on our
railways, leaving only £89,000 additional ex-
penditure on all the other business under-
takings and trading concerms.

My, Gardiner: You anticipated £221,000
more revenue from those econcerns.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The hon.
member may suggest that, bnt T am speaking
of actnal results of lgst year as compa.l:ed
with the previous year. The £918,000 in-
creased revenue represented an increase over
the revenwe of the previous year, just as-the
£934,000 increased expenditure represented an
increase over the expenditure of the previous
wear. In the Railway Department, then,
there was an increased expenditure of £432,-
000. RBut the Railway Department earned an
additional £396,000, of which £148.000 was
due to inereased freights. So that the ex-
pansion of business in the Railway Depart-



232

ment was responsible for earning £248,000
over and above the reveune of the previous
' year, .

Mr. Gardiner: At a cost of £400,000.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Of that
increased .expenditure of £432,000, no less
than £182000 was due t6 inereased salaries
and wages,

Hon. W. C. Angwin: The ‘‘West Austra-
lian’’ said it was £301,000.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: That is
quite true. T am trying to put the position
in such a way that it will be thoronghly un-
derstood without any risk of misleading. The
‘“West Augtralian’’ was dealing with the
reasong for the additional expenditure in a
general way, but T am showing in detail how
the increase was made up. As I say, the
£182,000 was made up of inereased salaries
and wages.

Mr. Gardiner:
year}

The MINTSTER FOR MINES: Yes. That
was the amount we paid for the year, but it
is not the amount that will acerue in future
years. It was £182,000 over and above the
estimate, owing to awards of the \Arbitration
Court, and inereased salaries and wages due
to expansion of business were responsible for
an inereased expenditure of £112,000. T want
to be quite fair and point out that where we
have had to inerease the staff, either the
salaried or the wages staff, we have dedueted
the amount paid to them by way of increases
throngh awards of the Arbitration Court for
the purpose of showing the aetual inereased
amcoont paid through the Arbitration Court’s
awards, which in this case amounted to £182,-
000. Imcreased salaries and wages entailed
by increased business cost us £112,000 for
the whole year. .

Hon. W. C. Angwin: [ was only taking
the figures which your office supplied to the
‘“West Australian.”?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Yes, hut
they were not given in detail. I am trying to
explain how tliey were arrived at. "On the
other hand, the increased cost of coal ae-
counted for £50,000, of which only £18,000
was due to increased business. No less than
£32,000 was due to the increased prics granted
by the coal controller in Melboarne, amount-
ing to 2s. 7d. per ton on every ton used. That
was unforeseen expenditure, the only addi-
tional amount we had to find.

Mr. Gardiner: Was that on local coal?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Yes, and
we had to find £32,000 more in consequence.
Then stores and materials, exclusive of eoal,
represented £81,000 additional expenditure
over that of the previous year, while payment
for ho]ida_ys to returned soldiers represented
£7,000, which makes a total of £432,000 addi-
tional expenditure. Taking into account the
faet that nearly all the expenditure was abso.
lntely beyond our control, I suggest that if
there is new business to' he done we must
meet it. If we expand our business, it means
additional expenditure. The point is whether
!;he cost of the expansion is warranted by the
increased revenue. Having regard to the fact
that the increased price of coal represented

Was that for the whole
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£32.000, and that £182,000 was absorbed in
increased wages and salaries over which we
had no control, while the increased cost ot
material represented another £181,000, I say
that, unguestionably, the expansion of husi-
ness paid the Railway Department hand-
somely.

Mr. Gardiner: Would further expansion of
the business require a like proportion of in-
creased cost?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: No. If
the hon. member will take the Commiggioner’s
report, he will find that as we ‘extend the
train mileage, so we reduce the cost of rail-
way administration., What is the use of talk-
ing about filling up the empty spaces along
the railway system, unless we are prépared to
expand our operations? On our existing train
mileage we have only one Commisgioner, one
Chief Traffic Manager, and so on, and we
could considerably expand without requiring
to duplicate those offices. During the last
12-months we have expanded our railway
business tremendously, and that without in-
curring unduly increased cost. A fair per-
centage of the increased cost was due to the
inereased wages paid to ‘those already em-
ployed, and due also to the increased cost of
eoal and material, over which we had no
control

Mr. Harrison: Is the position in regard to
rolling stock equal to that of last year?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Yes, T
think the position is much about the same.
Let me make some reference to the cost of
material, becanse that has a large bearing on
our railway operations. Before the war we
were paying £3 5s. for tarpaulins, whereas the
pregent price is £13 4s. 9d, Tyres cost uj
£2-17%s. before the war, but to-day we have
to pay £7 14s. 64. Wheels in pre-war days
cost £15 10a., whereas to-day the cost is £56.
Axles cost us £3 10s. 7d. before the war, but

" to-day we ecamnot get them for less than

£7 18s, 24.

Mr. Gardiner: Make 2 comparison with
the year immediately preceding the one just
cloged.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: During
the year prior to the gne just clesed, very
little material was purchased.

Mr, Gardiner: And consequently that
woulkl be a material factor. .

The MINISTER FOR MINES: That is
the point. We have had to purchase a larger -
quantity of  material during the last 12
mgonthg, whereas our purcliases during the
previous year amounted to little or nothing.

Mr. Harrison: . I understood that you
could- not get it.

Mr. Gardiner: T understood that you did
not purchase much, - . :

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Last year
we made considerable purchases which, for
tarpaulins alope, eost us £15,000 more than
in the previcous year. The material was not
available in the previous year, and we were
tremendously short of tarpaulins and had to
purchase at this increased price. We are
often told that the cost of administering the
railways has increased out of all proportion
to the increase of earnings, but that is not
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correct when we take iuto account the cost of
-material, which has inereased 8o tremend-
ously, and the cost of operating, which also
has increased tremendounsly, together with the
fact that we have not increased freights and
fares to any great extent. I bave endeavoured
to explain the position so far as the amount
of £432,000 is concerned, and I hope I have
convinced the member for Irwin (Mr, Gar-
diner) that the expenditure was dune to the
faet that certain things bevond our contrgl
actually happened.

Mr. Gardiner: What is worrying me is that
you are always making a loss.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: There are
two ways of looking at this matter, and they
are not the ways in which the hon. member
looks at it. The hon, member said that when
we received so much additional revenume we
should have been able to save something and
reduce the deficit. Then he went on to argue
that, although we received so much additional
revenve, we also incurred so much additional
expenditure. After having had additional ex-
ponditure cast upon us without laving been
able to foresee it or comtrol it, the marvel to
me is that our deficit has not gone nup to the
figure of a million, But for the fact that we
were able to earn additional revenue, we
would have gone to the bad by a considerably
larger sum,

Mr. Gardiper:
avoided ?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: No. Al
these things which have happened have been
beyond our control. The member for Irwin
knows as well as I do that, although at the
commencement of the financial year the
Treagurer might feel confident that every-
thing will go along swimmingly, and that
he will be able to end the year as caleulated
+ in his Estimates, there is no telling what

will happen even on the .morrow. The whole
¢ommunity fight ‘be held up. The spark
of to-day becomes a tremendous fire to-mos-
row, raging throughouot the State. Can the
Treasurer foresee that? We liope an abund-
ant harvest will be reaped this year, but the
hon, member knows that too mueh rain might
lead to a failure in certain parts.

Mr. Underwood: Are mot these failures
becoming normal? I have been hearing of
themm for several years.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I am
not suggesting a failure of the harvest, T
am pointing out that these things might
happen. But while failures eome, so also
does prosperity, without being sought. That
is what happened last year. Let me quote
the remarks of the leader of the Opposition
‘on the Estimates. According to ‘‘ Hansard,”’
paga 949, he said—

T want to say at this juneture (21st
October, 1919) that I do not believe the
Premier will be able to achieve, in actual
results, what he has estimated and placed
before us on paper, though I sincerely
hope he will be able to do so.

Hon, P, Collier: I was a pretty good judge.

Could not that have been
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Mr, Gardiner:
money received?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Lei me
finish the quotation from the leader of the
Opposition—

Bearing that in mind, and glancing
through the Estimates, it seems to me that,
allowing even for the prosperous season
ahead of us and allowing for the fact that
trade is again beginning to flow into its
natural channels, and that there will be an
expansion and inerease in many of our
primary industries, allowing for ‘all this,
I say, the Premier has unduly inflated his.
estimates of revenne,

What about the extra

Tt will be seen that even the leader of the

Opposition was not able to foresee what act-
vally happened. -

Hon, P. Collier: Even a financier like me
could not foresee it.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I have
dealt with the increased revenue and expen-
diture under various undertakings and trad-
ing eoncerns. In what iz known as ordinary
revenue, there was an increase of £414,000,

_due almost entirely to expansion of business,

there being no -increase in taxation or de-
partmental charges. When I say there was
no inerease, there were very slight increases,
just here and there. But apart. from fhose
slight increases, charges remainedl station-
ary. The ordinary expenditure increased
£413,000, leaving a difference ‘of £1,000. I
‘would direct the attention of the member
for Irwin to the fact that a saving was
effected there. The salaries and wages in
Government departments were respongible
for inereases to the following extent:—eivil
servants £35,000, teachers £24,000, police, ap-
proximately, £15,000, and. other departments
£10,000, making a total of £84,000 additional
salaries and wages paid in Government de-
partments over and above the Treasurer’s
estimate, These increases we were unable to
foresee or control unless we had adopted the
attitude of the member for Perth (Mr, Pilk-
ingion), and, in cold-blooded fashion, had
8a1d, ‘*No, you shall not have any inereases.
I am determined to present a good face to
the House and to continue on good political
terms with my friends in the House, and I
shall see you suffer rather than that I should
saffer by way of eriticism.?’ If we had adopted
an attitude of that kind, the amount of
£84,000 might have been saved. Then, owing
to the industrial dispute on the goldfields,
our receipts from the goldfields water sup-
ply amounted to £25,000 less than would
otherwise. have been the case, .
Hon, W. C. Angwin: And you gave £8,000
to £10,000 away. . ]
The MINISTER FOR MINES:
always giving money away. :
Hon. W Angwin: Just for support,

We are

- that is all

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Judging
by the criticism on Thursday evening, we
have not heen very successful in giving
mohey awky to gain suppoert. I noticed that
a charge was levelled against the Government
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of having bought the support of the ‘‘Sun-
day Times’’ but, judging by the results as
disclosed by last Sunday’s issue, we did not
succaed very well, . .

Hon. P. Collier: You have been pretty
successtul on the eross-benches, though.

The MINISTER QR MINES: As ‘to
that, we shall see as we proceed. The influ-
enza epidemnic cost us £50,000 more than in
the previens year.

Mr, Underwood: Tt should not have cost
that.

The MINISTER' FOR MINES: We have
to remember that the hon. member was quar-
antined, otherwise we might have saved som
of that amount. ’

Mr, Underwood: With good administration,
that would not have happened.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I am not
in a position to deny the hon. member’s state-
ment. Probably he is correct but, so far as
I can judge, the hon. member did remarkably
well to get out as lightly as he did.

Mr, Underwood: They killed a lot of peo-
ple, anyhow.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I think I
am echoing public opinion generally when I
say that we as a State got out of it remark-
ably lightly in comparison with other ¢oun-
tries where the epidémic raged.

Mr. Underweod: We never had the epi-
demic here.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Expendi- -

ture under special Aects, which included the
Forests Act, accounted for £120,000, and the
balance——

Mr. Gardiner: That is not in addition to
your HEstimates.

The MINISTER ¥OR MINES: The hon,
mentber did nof base his eritieism on actual
results as compared with the Estimates. What
he argued was that, becinse we had received
£000,000 ¢dd more revenue, we had expended
£900,000 more. I am telling the hon. mem-
ber the facts. Of the additional amount of
£413,000 over and above that which was esti-
mated, these amountz make up the total, The
balance is made up by the inereased cost of
stores and expansion of business,
amonnted to £134,000, These inereases, over
which we had noe control, accounted in the
aggregate for £465,000.

Mz, Gardiner: Do you honestly tell me you
had to find £140,000 more for interest and
sinking fund than you made provision for in
your Estimates? :

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

The MINISTER FOR MINES: No, T said-

under special Acts—— | s
Mr. Gardiner: What are the special Acts
Mr, SPEAKER: Order!
the hon. member to argue. .
The MINISTER -FOR MINES: There are
a nomber of special Acis which include in-

terest, sinking fund, and expenditure under-

the Forests Act, amounting in all to £120,000.
M. Gardiner: Are those above your Esti-
. mates?
The MINISTER FOR MINES: The hon.
member can look up the Estimates.

‘results

which

I canncot permit-
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Mr. Gardiner: You do not wish us to be-
lieve that that was extra expenditure?
The MINISTER FOR MINES: Yes, over

-and above the expendifure of the previous

year. -
Mr. Gardiner: But provision was made for
interest and sinking fend.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: We made
provision in the Estimates for gertain rev-

enue, and we received an additional revenue

of £800,000. The hon, member argued that we
expended additional money to the extent of
£900,000, and his criticism was on that
basis. I am replying on exacily the same
basis,

Mr. Gardiner: No, that is not so.

Mr., SPEAKER: Order!

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I cannot
follow the hon. member. The hon, member
said we had received £900,000 additioual
revenue, and had expended £900,000 more
than in the previomws year, and that under
the cireumstances there should have been a
saving, Had it not been for the faet that
prosperity came ocur way and gave ug an
additional £900,000 revenue, we should have
been that much more to the bad, because
we had to find sp much more money to pay

inereased wages, salaries, and ecost of
material

My, Gardiner: You had £%00,000 more
revenue, This expenditure under speecial

Acts was provided foy according to the
Estimates. You cannot get it both ways.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The hon,
member is trying to get it both ways. He
did not eriticise the finances on the actual
as compared with the Estimates.
He criticised them on the basis of the in-
creased revenue and increased expenditure,
and T am trying to show where we earned
more money and where we hag to spenc‘[
more money. .

Mr. Gardiner: Why put in a sum which
was already provided for on the Estimates?

Mi, SPEAKER: Order! The hon. member
has already addressed himself to the suhb-
jeet. ’

Mr, (fardiner: We are all trying to get
at facts. _

The MINISTER FOR MINES: T am try-
ing to explain what that additiomal expendi-
ture was due to.

Hon. W, (. Angwin: It could not have
been due o additional sinking fand.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: These are
the figures which have been supplied to. me.

-Hon. W, ¢. Angwin: No doubt they have
been supplied to you. One set of figures is
supplied to the “West Australian” on one
day and apother set on another day.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I have
here the figures as published in the "West
Australian? and will refer to them. I have
given the details in order that the misunder-
standing which arose in the mind of the
member for North-East. Fremantle (Mr.
Angwin) might be cleared up.. He referred
te the increased wages in the Railway De-
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Partmeni under the award, and said we had
80 much additional revenue for the year.
Hon. W, . Angwin: T said youn had double
the revenue. ’
The MINISTER FOR MINES: I shall re-
turn (o the assertions of the hon, member
later on, I am trying now to prove that
‘the inereased cost to the (overument, which
arose in direetions over which we had no
control, amounted to £465,000 for the year.
1f we deduet £148,000, for which we made
provision by’ increased freights, actually
earned, the amount rewmaining is £317,000.
Dedueting the £317,000 from the amount of
the deficit for the yesar, the position is that
if we had not been faced by this inereased
wipenditure for wages and salaries and cost
of material, the year would have closed with
4 deficit net of £668,000 but of £351,000.
In view of that, it might easily have been
the other way. Then we would have had a
deficit of mnearly a million, and hon. mem-
hers would have had reason to complain.
It is the general expansion of business that
has enabled us to meet these difficulties.
Take the railway system. Will hon. mem-
bers admit that in view of the Arbitration
Court award. we were right in graniing the
inereased wages? Of ecourse they will.
Had our business remained the same in the
Railway Department, bad we had to pa¥y
these additional wages and salaries withous
increased earnings, then hon. wmembers
wonld have complained that we had taken
mo action to meet the difficalty. They would
Lave said that the Government haidl failed
in not mecting the increased exponditure.
Bur to-Gay, because we have saved the posi-
tior from being very much worse than it
actually i3, hon. members find reason to
eriticise. I do not complain of that; it is
natural for hon. members to ecriticise. But
I do object to those who failed to do hefter
being the keenest critics.
Trwin (Mr. QGardiner) was like a share-
holder who said to the directors of the com-
pany, ‘I am going to advise you, but I am
going o sell my shaves. 1 agree that the
businegs wonld be all right under proper
control, but I am geing to sell my shares?
It is useless to be a candid critic while say-
ing, “At the first opportunity I am going
to run away.” Let us be fair in onr criti-
cigms., The member for North-East Fre-
mantle (Hon, W. (. Angwin) made certain
statements which I desire to correct. The
hon. member said— .
I was also struck with the leading
article published in to-day’s #“West Aus-
tralian,” and T think it is a great pity
that that article was not published during
the sitting of the Farmers’ and Settlers’
Conference. It would have been informa-
tion to that conference.
That would imply that the information made
available to the ‘‘Weat Australian’’ was not
made available to the conference. As a mat-
ter of faet the only information upon which
the ‘“West Australian’’ baged its article was
alao made available to the- conference. in

The member for
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order that the members of the conference
might fully understand the position from a
railway point of view, .

Hon. W, G, Apgwin: The conference also
said it was a pity that the information was
not available.

The MINISTER.FOR MINES: It was
available. The information supplied to the
**West Aunstralian’! was exactly the same
as that supplied to the member for Han-
nans (Mr, Munsie) as I think that hon,
member will admit. - .

Hon, W. C. Angwin, The figures you sup-
plied to-day are entirely different. -

The MINISTER FOR MINES: No; they
are the same. The only difference is that I
have gone more into detail for the purpose
of showing hon. members the actual amount
of the inerease we had to pay owing to the
Arbitration Court award, and the additional
amount of expenditure due to increased
eurnings, The member for North:Bast I're-
mantle further said—

For the quarter ended on the 30th June
last, we learn there was a loss on the
railways of £155503, Of that amount
£02,000 was represented by an increase in
wages, The position is that thé department
had to pay back wages right to the lst
Aungust of last yéar. The full amount of
the wages increase paid was £106,000. That
was for a period of 11 months. Adding
one-eleventh to that amounf we learn that
the total annual inecrease would be ap+
proximately £115636. But we learn to-
day that the increased charges have af-
fectéd the traffic to the extent of £148,-

© 400, Of eourse I realise that other costs

‘apart from wages have also inereased. But
~ we were told last year that the inereased

railway charges were rendered mnecessary

by the increase in wages granted by the

ArbitFation Court.

As_a matter of fact the £92,000 referred to
by" the hon, member covered inereases due
to the award eovering the period from the
1st Angust, 1919, to the 15th November,
1919, and from tHe 1st April, 1920, to the
30th June, 1920; afd the increase of £14,000
in salaries brought the amonnt to £106,000.
The £106,000 which was later guoted by the
member for North-Bast Fremantle is based
on the assumption that the £92,000 referred
to covered the whole of the extra expense to
the department for the full eleven wmonths,
instead of 714 months as it actually did, As a
matter of fact the total of the exira amounts
paid te railway employees as a result of
the Arbitration Court award was £182,000, as
against the hon. member's figure of £115,
000. Having explained that matter so far

‘a8 I am able, I want to make some further

comments on the statement made by the mem-
ber for Yrwin (Mr. Gardiner) in connection
with certain additional revenue earned. He
pointed out that the amount received from
re-imbursements, fees, and other services was
much in excess both of the estimate and of
the amonats received in previous years. The
impression the hon. member left on the
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minds of some other hon. members, and also
on mine, was that he intended to convey that
the Treasirer had deliberately arranged the
payments from the- departmeénts.

Mr. Gardiner:
my mingd. .

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I am glad
the hon. member has made that statement,
heeause the impression I have mentioned wag
conveyed to me and to other members.

Mr, Gardiner: I would be very sorry in-
deed if T left that impression. There was
not the slightest intention on my part of
conveying unything of the kind.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I am as-
sured by the Treasurer that no instructions
of any kind were issued in regard to the
collaction of revenne wuder the head of re-
imbursements. As a matter of fact, the item
is one of the best indexes to our prosperity.
Re-imbursements, fees, aud other services are
shown in detail in our Annual Estimates, as
the hon. member will see on referring to
pages 8 and 9. Those payments have in-
creased owing to expansion of business and
greater prosperity. I do not propose to make
a Budget Speech this evening and to give
the hon. member in detail all the informa-
tion he asks fer. He will get that informa-
tion when the Estimates are before the
House. In the meantime I merely wish to
disabuse the hon. member’s ‘mind.

Mr. Gardiner: There is no need to dis-
abuse my mind at all. The figures in nearly

Nothing was further from

. all the departments have increased. You are

not.-making nearly as good a case for your-
self as I made for you,

The MINISTER FOR MINES:
trying to make 4 case.

Mr. Gardiner: T said that particular item
had increased by £114,000 moere than your
estimate. You have given no explanation of
that increase. Give it now. -

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Not bhe-
ing the Treasurer, T do ngt kmow that I am
entitledl to give the explanation; and even if
I were the 'Lreasurer, I do not know that the
present time is opportune for making such
an explanation. Tf the hon. member moves
for a return, he can obtain the information
he wants. But he unquestionably left on my
mind, and on the minds of others, the im-
pression that he thought the inerease under
the heading of re-imbursements, fees, and
other services, was due to the fact that the
Treasurer had been gathering up the threads
of revenue,

Mr. Gardiner: If you gathered that, you

I am not

must he thicker in the head than I thought

you were,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I would
not deny even that soft impeachment, be-
cause I do not consider the hon. membher is
entitled to judge of other people’s heads
from his own, The amount received last
year in this direction was on all fours with
amount received in previous yeard, except

"item,
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that there was an increase in almost every
The increases will be explained when
the Estimates come before the House. At
présent I merely want to remove any im-
pression that the Treasurer sent instructions
to gather from the various departments
amounts whiekh he i3 not entitled to get
during the present year.

Mr. Gardiner. That i3 the best explana-
tion you have made. '

The MINISTER FOR MINES: 1 can-
not say any more than that. I do mnot
think the hon. member would have any diffi-
culty in obtaining the information he desires
it he went to the Treasury and asked for par-
ticulars of the amounts received. I am sare
the Treasury would supply the information
almost at a moment’s notice. There is nothing
unusual in getting increases under those
heads. T shall not deal further with the
financial position, except to say that I pre-
sume hon. members will agree that it would
be infinitely better if the Government could
present a statement showing a balance of
revenrue and expenditure. But I want hom.
members te appreciate what it would mean
if we proceeded to do what may not be in
the mind of the nfémber for Perth (Mr.
Pilkington) but what might perhaps be in-
ferred from his speech—introduce a hlack
Wednesday system here similar to that which
was onece instituted in Vietoria. Tt is far
better for the State to spread onr diffienlties
over a ntmhber of years, thus permitting the
people to go on expanding their businesses
aad produeing that wealth which. we all
enjor. In that way the State is more sol-
voent than if the other method were adopted:
Everybody knows how Victoria suffered from
the black Wednesday method. I do mnot
consider that the position of Western Aus-
tralia is so desperate that we must get u
knife in and drag it round the body ne
matter what injury we may do. We must go
about the matter carefully, instead of set-
ting about to cut off £100,000 here -~and
£100,000 there, Suel a course will only land
ns in greater difficulties still, Let us prune
the tree in such a way that it will give us
more fruit. Now, as regards the increased
railway rates, the statement has been made
that the Government should have approached
Parliament for a direction on this snbject.
That sounds very well, but does the member
for Williams-Narrogin (Mr. Johnston) know

“ that, the Arbitration Court’s award was not
‘issued until about a fortnight after Parlin-

ment went into recess?
Hon, P. Collier: The award was net de-
livered hefore Parliament rosef
" The MINISTER FOR MINES: No.
Hon. P. Colier: It was delivered before
the House rose, and the Minister intimated
to the House what amount of increase im
wages was involved. )
" THE MINISTER FOR MINES: That i
quite correct; but the hon rpember over-
looks the fact that only the minutes of the
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award were known before Parliament went
into recess. The award itself was not de-
livered until after Parliament went into re-
cess. I told the House, on the last day [
think it was, and ¢ Hansard’’ will show it,
when dealing with the railway Estimates, that
from the minutes of the award then issued
so far as we could judge that award meant
an- additional expenditure of £250,000, I
also said at length that that was a condition
of affairs which the Government would have
to consider. We had already made a loss in
the previous year on the railways of some-
thing like £600,000, and if we were to have
an - additionai £'):10 ,000 added to it without
any effort being made to ineet it, we wounld
be regarded as being neglectful of our duty.
I dlstmctly told the House that it was my
opinion-——I had not consulted Cabinet—that
if we were going to have an inereased cost
of' operating the trading concerns or busi-
ness undertakings, the community who were
deriving the benefit from those concerns and
undertakings would have to pay something in
addition. I said we conld not ask the men
engaged in the industries to work for less
than & living wage, and if the cost of com-
modities increased, the persons who used the
undertakings would have to find something
in addition out of which to pay the in-
eveases.

Hon. W, ., Angwin: Tt wag the same with
everything else.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The mem-
ber for Williams-Narrogin (Mr. Johnston)
must appreciate the fact that the eost of
living was then advancing, and he cannot
shut his eyes toe the necessity for imposing
the additional ebarges.

Mr. Johnston: Why not lef the whole
community share the burdent

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Will the

hon, member tell the member for Kimherley-

(Mr. Durack) that these who are working
oit pastoral holdings in the far North-West,
where they have no railway communication,
anil only an indifferént steamer communi-
cation, should he called upon to pay towards
providing the people in the district repre-
sented by the member for Williams-Narrogin
with a railway service? ’ )

Mr. Johnston: What abont the community
in the metropolitan ‘area?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The same
thing applies. there. If we are to be logical
the only thing to do is to see that we carry
on our services if possible without a ldss.
The general community are bound to pay
the cost of carrying on a commodity.

Mr. Gardiner: Do vou not think that
around Perth there has been an increment
because of the expenditure  on the railways?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The people
in the metropolitan area have had to bear
their share. I do not know of cases where
increasecdl charges on railways have not been
distributed. When I infroduced the ques-
“tion to the House T told hon. members that
we were not in a position to make a definite
announcement. There were members here

not be a panacea for all our ills.

237

who urged that if increased railway, freights
were to be imposed they should be on the .
basis of a surcharge. That was supported
geperally by hon. members. I do not know
that any voice was raised against the pro-
posal. If we had to receive additional re-
venue because of tho additional cost of run-
ning the service, there was no better method
than that which we employed, We have
collected from the general community in the
metropolitan area, the goldfields and every-
where else. We have collected a fair per-
centage from all in accordance with the busi-
ness transacted. Take other countries. The
increased charges in Americn and Great
Britain in the matter of fares and freights
have been enormous, so big in fact that ours
are hardly noticeable.

Mr. Johnston: You cannot inerease s taxa-
tion without puttmg a Bili throungh the
Héuse.

The \f[\'ISTER FOR MINES: When the
hon. member starts ont to introduce indirect
taxation for the purpose of paying intevest

-and sinking fund on railway eapital, he will

find that be is up against a s{iff proposition.
It cannot be done. There would be an up-
roar on the part of the people. The amount
we receive to-day by way of land tax is less
than £50,000.

Hon. P Collier: It is £46,000.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Does the
member for Williams-Narrogin suggest that
we ghould introduce a land tax which would
inerease the rvevenune received from that
source from £46,000 to £800,000¢

Myr. Johnsten: Certainly not.

Mr, Lutey: Certainly.

.The MINISTER FOR MINES: I am not
going to take the responsibility for it. T
do not deny that we might with wisdom and
justice inerease owr land tax, but I.siill say
that we should never inerease it to such an
extent as to prevent an increase in the
freights. T do not think there are too many
people who hold land at the jpresent time
who are loafing on it. The member for
North-East  Fremantle (Mr. Angwin)
pointed out the other day that we would
never get immigrants if we did that kind of
thing. Our desire is to get additional traffie
as the result of additional population, and
while,a land tax would make land available, -
we would not get the result the hon. member
anticipates.

Mr. Lutey: You would not have to pay
through the nose for land for the soldiers as
you are doing at the present time,

The MINISTER- FOR MINES: We have
a Federal land tax and & State land tax and
the suggestion the hon. member made would
Compare
our railways with the railways in other parts
of the world, In Great Britain the railways
had a deficit of over 41 millions last year.

Hon. P. Collier: That is not as big a
deficit in proportion to the population as
ours is,

The '\ﬂ\"ISTER FOR MINES: Yes, it 13
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Mr: Johnston:
there{ )
°  The MINISTER FOR MINES: When an
additional charge is imposed on a community
they always complain. Those who are em-
ployed in our industries, or in fact anywhere
else, are entitled to demand that they shall
have fair remuneration for the labour they
supply. If they supply that lahour to the
Government, who has to pay for it? The
Government for the time being are only act-
ing as trustees for the community, and the
community must pay.
Mr, Duff: The mining companies pay it.
The MINISTER FOR MINES: Not to us.
As a matter of fact, when the community
talks about a fair wage, the community has
to find the money with which to pay it, and
if the ‘cost of the service is increased, the
general community must either bhe taxed or
they must pay for the service rendefed. The

It is ten times as large

cnst of the services rendered by our railways .

in comparison with the cost of similar ser-
vices elsewhere is mot high, and until we
reach that stage people should not complain.
In comparison with America and Great Brit-
ain our prodneers are infinitely better off
than the producers in those countries. Our
railways are not such a burden on the com-
munity as some people woulid suggest. If
we ean make up the leeway by increasing the
land tax I agree that we might increase it,
but we should consider the question fArst
from the point of view of raillway finance.
Let me deal with a' matter in conmection
with which the member for North Perth
(Mr. 8mith) asked a question this afternoon.
He wanted to know what we bad done about
the making of regulations to deal with the
guestion of prospecting for oil. ¥ have read
g0 much about oil that I am bheginning to
think that wherever we may go we will find
it. Tor the last 12 months T have had many
people assuring me that they had found beau-
tiful deposits of oil—I think it must have
been salad oil. Every day they come along
and assure me that there is oil in the State,
and that they could find it if they had the
opportunity to get it. T asked what oppor-
tunity it was that they required, and they re-
plied, the opportunity to go out and prospect.
I wag struck recently by an article which ap-
pearéd in the ‘‘Sunday Times’’ which de-
elared that the Govermment had made no
effort to assist in the prospecting for oil.

Mr. Jones: They want some of it to oil
that machine.

The MINISTER ¥FOR MINES: They also
pointed out in that article that prospectors
had been shut out because the Government
would not make regulations to eontrol the
prospecting for oil. Further on they also

pointed out that-the Anglo-Persian Oil Com- -

pany, before they diseovered oil, had spent
two million pounds. Imagine a prospector in
Wesgtern Australia, the sort one meets, plae-
ing his hands on two million pounds to spend
on prospeeting for oils in this State! The
thing is absolutely apart from jrospecting
for gold or minerals; it is entirelv anather
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proposition. The first thing to do is to get
a geological map of the country, and to um-
derstand the position from a geclogical peint
of view. Then there must be spent a trem-
endous amount of money in boring. No in-
dividval can do that withowt capital, and as
far as we have been able to do so, we have
mude provision to permit that to be done.
As a matter of fact, the regulations merely
provide that under existing conditions a big
extent of country cun be made available to
u syndicate, company, or individual, and that
on this country prospecting may be carried
on. We provide also that a bond of £50 shall
be entered into for each aréea taken nup.
People run away with the idea that hecanse
& man does not go round with a pick and
shovel and a billy-can that he is not pros-
pecting. As a matter of fact, prospecting is
being carried on in Western Australia te-day.

Mr. O'Loghlen: In Ameriea they do not
put a pick in the ground at all.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: 'That is
what I have stated, and we set out under ex-
isting legislation that we can give mo title.
AN T can say is, ‘‘You discover oil and we
will approach Parliament and ask Parliament
to give you certain rights.’’ T realise the
advantage that would accrue to Western
Australia from the discovery of oil here, and
to help in the discovery I will give everything
except the assets themselves. If oil was dis-
covered in Western Australia, and through
gome regulation made by the Government ~we
gave away that asset which belongs to the
State, the hon. member would be the first to
call out about it. We are prepared to give
a permit over 640 aeres as a reward claim to
the exclusion of everyone else.

Mr. O’Loghten: They say that is not
sufficient.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: T would
not be prepared to give them the lot.

Mr. Underwood: They could have the lot
ot what is down there.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: That is
another tale. 1 have also stated I am pre-
pared to approach Parliament, and ask Par-
liament that, in addition fo the 640 acres re-
ward elaim they sliould also have two addi-
tional areas of 48 acres each. That,
compared with what is given in other
parts of the world, is fairly gener-
ous. When introducing the Bill, I am
going to ask Parliament te rteserve the
balance of the known flow to the State, giv-
ing the State cither the right to grant addi-
tional leases to the company, syndieate or
individuals conterned who discover the oil, or
to operate the discovery itself, or make an
agreement for someone else to do so. What-
ever is done must be done on the basis of the
State getting the proper advantage of that
which helongs to it and is in the earth.
People ask why the Government do not bore
for oil. I would have to get a new geolo-
gical staff before I eould start that. T have
not been akle to gel any encouragement from
the geological survey on this question. The
officers there are convinced that the natural
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strate. of Western Australia does mot lend
itself to the production of oil.

Hon. P. Coltier: They are emphatic about
that.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: That is
true. I pot *‘Hark from the tomb’’ after
last session, becanse of some statements I
made on the subject of 0il At the same time
E still believe that geologists can he wrong.
If there are people who have sufficient faith
in their ability to discover oil, and who are
prepared to spend their money in trying fo
find it, I am prepared to give them the neces-
sary facilities to enable them te go ahead.
That permission has only been granted as re-
gards Crown land. No land that has been
alienated, or is in process of alienation, or is
proposed to be alienated, has been reserved
for this purpose. I sze-from the paper that
0il has bheen diseovered in Collie. I am of
opinion that eil is still to be found in West-
ern Austrdlia, and anyone who likes can ge
abead and look for it.' There is no difficulty
in prospecting for oil in this State. Aas scon
as the opportunity presents itself, a Bill will
be brought down to give people the rights
that are necessary to enable them to deal
with any oil that they may find. I think we
are treating them very generously. They can
go ahead at any moment that they find it.
ATl these statcments about giving encourage-
ment to the oil prospector are so muach moon-
shine. The nien who went prospecting for
oil in this State were not prospecting for
oil; they were prospeeting for capital. Men
have been helding aress of - land in
this State who have onily walked over
those lands, taken =z certain amount of
geologieal  data, and distributed - this
informgtion in  those  channels from
which they thought they would have an
opportunity of .obtaining money with which
to carry ont prospecting work, They have,
in fact, been looking round for people who
will put up the money foir themn. They have
done little -or no prespeeting work them-
* selves. My predecessor granted certain per-
mits to enable certain persons to prospect
over defined ardas in the State. There was
no Aet then in force giving them any rights,
8¢ that the position is not different to-day
from what it was ther. When these people
made application for the renewal of these
permits, 1 felt that, as they had been able to
produce evidence that they had collected ecer-
tain geological data, they were entitled to this
renewal. Almast simultaneously, however,
with this application we had an offer from
another company to undertake prospecting
in Western Aunstralia, and this company
bad more money with which to do this than
all the other persoms put together. They
said, “‘You reserve all the oil in the State
to the Crown, and enter into an arrangement
with us to work on your behalf, and we will
do all the prospecting in Western Australia
to obtain oil, if there is any.”” They were
doing' all that could be done under the exist-
. ing cirenmstances. That being the case, the
only thing I am faced with is to .provide
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means of encouraging prospecting for oil,

. but not to be led away by the pessibilities

of this valuable discovery being made and
doing something for which I.shall after-
wards be condemned. If the coal pits of
England had been made a national asset,
then probably there would have beén leas
of a struggle in England than there is to-
day. T would never be a party to giving
away any poassible eil {iscoveries in Westera
Australia. Tf we can make arrangements
satisfactory to the men who may discover
oil in this State, and give them a’ fair deal,
and still retain to the State the value of
the asset, we shall be doing something for
our own henefit and for the benefit of pos-

terity. We are entitled to look ahead af
times. 'The member for Cue {Mr, Chesson)

raised the gquestion of the sale of a certain
printing machine, Y am told that very seri-
ous eriticism has heen levelled at the Gov-
ernment by a certain yellew rag published
one day last weeék, I would not suggest that
there was any political animus in the artiele.
The - gentleman who is the editor of this
paper would be above anything of that kind.
L give him eradit for that.

Mr. Rocke: You do not kmow him.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I know
as much about him as I want to know. A good
deal has been said about the sale of this
printing machine to the ‘‘Sunday Times’’
Publishing Company. To suggest that the
Gcovernment were responsible for the sale of
this machine in order to buy the support
of the “*Sunday Times’’ is a suggestion that
I know no hon. member would believe, There
may, however, be an impression in the minda
of the public that something of the kind
ocenrred. No member of the Government
was aware that the machine was sold until
the actual sale had taken place. Not a single
meniber of Cabinet knew of it. The file ig
here, and if hon. members so desire I +will
lay it on the Table of the House. This
maching had been hawked about all over
Australia. The only occasion when any de-
finite offer was made for it was after it had
been sold by someone in the Railway Depart-
ment, who said, ‘I could have got a buyer.
I was dealing with someone who was a pros-
pective buyer when the sale took place.”

Mr, O’Loghlen: It was not offered at that
Ppriece.

My, Chesgon:
make an offer?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The
““Worker’’ was asked to state a price but
would not do so. Time and again prices
have been put on the machine. It was taken
over from the ‘‘Sunday Times’' office when
the railway resumptions took place. We had
to take the whole thing over. If a man’s
buginess is disturbed, the man can decide
what part of his business shall remain in
his hands. That machine was valued for
the purpose of Tesumption at £5,800.

Mr, Chesson: That is what you offered

Did not the ‘‘Worker?

‘it at. .
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The MINISTER FOR MINES: That was
Jears ago. What I think prompted the
‘‘Sunday Times’’ Publishing Company not
to take the machine was the fact that it was
out of date, and they left it on the premises,
We got out catalogues and sent-them with
photographs everywhere. We have agked
agents and promised them commission to sell
the machine. Tp to the date when a firm
offer of £500 was wmade, uot a single bid
was received. We called tenders years ago.
The ‘‘Worker'’ knew that, and the
“*Worker*’ was asked to quote for it.

Mr, O-Loghlen: The department put a
price on it; it was not £500.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The de-
partment asked the ‘‘Worker’’ to make an
offer, but they did not do so.

Mr. O’Loghien: Did the department ask
a price?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The hon.
member knows that the machine was very
mueh out of date, and that they would not
take it on. If the “Worker” was to be a
paper worthy of the mame of a paper, it
required up-to-date machinery. No paper
will make progress if it buys out-of-date
machinery. I had a man in ‘the office re-
cantly who complained about the sale of
this machine on-the score that he wanted
to buy it himself, That was Percy Brunton.
The machine has been occéupylng room, in
the buildings whiech were resumed for Gov-
cxrnment offices, We were urgently in need
of the full accommodation available, and
the final word went ont to the department
that this machine had to be got rid of. It
was deteriorating every day that it re-
mained there, and it has remained there for
years.

Mr. O’Loghlen: It wonld not deteriorate,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The Com-
missioner for Railways received an offer of
£3500 and accepted it, The minute is as
follows—

I recommend the acceptance of this
- offer for the amount of which I have
already received the company’s cheque.

Hon., W. €. Angwin: Is that on the file?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Yes. I
want to show that the sale of the machine
to the “Sunday Times” was not known to
any member of Cabinet until the whole
transaction had been completed.

My, Johnston: It sounds a bad business
deal. ‘

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I should
like to say a few words in regard to ‘the
recent public service dispute. I do not go
as far as the member for Perth (Mr,
. Pilkington) and say that the strike in the
publie service was in the nature of a rebel-
lion. 1t is a serious thing, but T am doubt-
ful whether one could term it a rebellion.
Being a lawyer he naturally seeks fo find
every side to the argument. He blames
the public service in the first in-
atanée and then blames the Government.
He woanted to be ecertain that .his

[ASBEMBLY.]

client suceeeded. His client was not the
public service and it was not the Govern-
ment. It was someone who stoed between,
and whatever happened, one way or the
other, the hon. member could show that he
had sueceeded. It is true that the public
servants have had grievances, They will
ever have them just the same as any
other hody of workers will have them. To
seggest that, because they had grievances
and took a certain course of - action, the
Government did not adopt the cold-blooded
attitude suggested by the member for Perth,
and say to the civil servants, #If you do not
go back to work we are going to dismiss the
whole lot of you! is evidence of the faet
that the hon, member really agreed with
our aetion. . .

Hon. P. Collier: Whom would you have

‘put in their place?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: That is
the. point I am eoming to. Most of us ean
be wise after the event. At the present
day, and quite rightly, the worker, whether
he iz working on a salary or on wages, is
entitled to demand a fair return for the
labour he gives. His demand may not
always be justified. He may claim more
then he is eatitled to. Differences of
opinion. may arise, It may be that the
methods which the employee wants fo in-
troduce are not acceptable to the other
party. In thoge c¢ircumstances we must find
ways and means of settling fthe difference.
It has been said that I personally am
responsible for the strike, because I preo-
mised a board fto the rallway men away
back in November last. Tt is said that the
civil service dispute arose because that
promise of mine was not fulfilled. But, as
a faet, T did not promise a board of the
rature of the public serviee board,. When
the railway employees approached me on
my assaming office, they agked for a board
which would apply to the railway officers.
I told them then that such a board would
be futile. I said the matter could be settled
better by a wages board. But I added that
if the salaried staff of the Railway Depart-
ment were granted a board, all the other
Clovernment servants, including the teach-
ers, would also demand smch a board. I
told the railway men, “I am prepared to
recommend that a provisional boeard be
appainted to consider the question and to
make recommendations to the Goverament
ag to the establishment of sueh a board and -
as to its jurisdietion” But T said, *“As soon
as Cabinet agrees to that, the public ser-
vants and the teachers will ask to be
joined, gnd that will probably create ‘delay;”
I got Cabinet to agree to the appointment
of what is called a commitiee. The public
gervants and the teachers immediately
gsked to be joined. They were joined. The
committee held several -sittings unpder the
chairmanship of My, Trethowan, the Uoder -
Secretary for Agrieniture,

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Thére were two
public, servants on the committee.
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The MINISTER FOR MINES: Yes. A
eommittee of that kind is almost bound to
congist of publiec servants. The commiitee
made 3 recommendation, and that recommen-
dation wag not satisfactory to the Govern-
ment. The eommitiee dealt with the whole
question—not only the establishment of the
board, but its powers and aunthorities; and it
was considered by the Government that the
committee were taking the control of the
public service mot only out of the hands of
the Governmeny, but out of the hands of
Parliament, where it should be. Accordingly;
the hoard suggested by the conunittee was re-
_fuseil- Thereupon conferences were held, and

a representative of the railway officers ae-

companied the Attorney General to the East
and inguired into the hoard system there, and
came back, The strike of the publie ser-
vants, however, did not arise out of the ques-
tion of the board, but ovf of a demand for
& 33 per cent. increase in salaries. That de-
mand was; in the opinion of the Government,
an unfau- one, in view of the fact that a
board had ahead) been appointed to settle
the galaries. The Government withstood the
demand, and 8 strike ocenrred. The member
for Perth (Mr. Pilkington) is of opinion that
the Government ought to have gone round
"and said to every public servant, ‘‘Becanse
yon have adopted an attitude which we con-
sider unfair, we are going to throw you out
and punish you.”’

Hon. W, C. Angwin: That is what the Gov-
ernment did at Fremantle.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: T did nob
do it. Although I may be, and very often
am, violently opposed to another man in

. opinion, I am not going to suggest that there-
fore he should be suffocated. The Govern-
ment were entitled to consider fairly all the
demands that were made by the public ser-
vants. So long as we really conserved the
interests of the State, it was our duty to meet
a reasonable demand. Xt is true that the
public servants made the unreasonable de-
mand of paymeni for the time they were on
strike, a demand which the Governmnet wonld
not concede; but T do not think the member
for Perth would suggest that we should im-
pese & hardship on these people, who have
suffered severely. Men in permanent posi-
tions undertake permanent obligations, and
if, by a refusal to advance them the amount
of their salaries during the period of the
strike, which amount they could repay over
an extended term, we had brought about a
position of hardship which would have closed
up a number of them, we would have been
doing something detrimental to the - State,
It will cost the State comparatively nothing
to make this temporary advance, and in doing
so we shall be giving evidence of the fzet
that the State wants to deal fairly with its
servants. I disagree entirely with the atti-
tude adopted by the publie service. In view
of the fact that a board had been granted
and in view of the jurisdiction conferred on
the board, there was nothing that could not
have been settled by the board. To hold up
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the State in the way the public service did
was not only unfair and unreagsonable, but
something entirely against public pohcy ana
the best interests of the community. How-
ever, I do not wish deliberately to do some-
thing that will be felt by the commumity not
temporarily but permanently. When these
men returned to their offices, I thought we
should make that the end, and not eause the
ill-effects to become permanent by $rying to
get even, ag some people would term it. The
whole thing has been ended. We do not now
feel any further ill-effects from the sirike,
We suffered during the time, and I think it
will be beneficial to the State that the Gov-
ernment acted as they did. Omne can easily-
criticise the Government for every move they
make, but the attitude of the Government on
that oecasion as, in my opinion, in the best
ipterests of the gemeral community,

Hoen. W. C. Angwin: You could have taken
their holideys in exchange for their wages.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The point
was raised that we ought to pay the salaxies

-for the period of the strike and take them

out in holidays. That course, in my opinion,
would have been tamtamount to paying the
public servants for the time they were on
strike.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: No, it would not.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: It would
be a very bad principle, I think the Gov-
ernment struek the happy medinm befween
the attitude of the mémber for Perth and
that of the memher for North-East Fre-
mantle. The former would dismiss all the
public servants, and the latter would pay
them for the time they were on strike. I
consider that wunder the ecircumstances the
Government met the position fairly between
all parties. I do not wish to detain the
Hounse forther, except to say that it is nat-
ural for the Opposition to find a weakness
in the Government and to make the most, of
that weakness. When we were in opposition
we did it, and 1 suppose the present Oppo-
sition are entitled to:do it.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Ydu will have a chance
again next year.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Possibly,
But, if we do get that chance, the hon. mem-
her interjecting will ‘find that some of the
things which appear to him om the Oppo-
gition bench a3 simple of adjustment are
extremely difficult. He will then realise that
he is only laying up trouble for himself by
snggesting to the working men and the
working women whom he represents that all
they have te do is to ask and they’will re-
ceive,

Hon, W, C. Angwin: T have not snggested
that.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: After all,
the desire fo aet fairly and justly by the
people of the State does not exist with mem-
bers on the Opposition side alone. I believe
there are others in the House desirons of
deing the right and proper thing by the
community who produce wealth, T want to
tell the hon member that he must not, while
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in Opposition, deliberately, I will not say
mislead, but lead the eommunity to believe
that all the demands they make are justi-
fied, for, later on, when he is on this side of
the Chamber, he will have to stand up
against those demands. Does not the hon.
member recollect that in 1913 the Gowern-
went were faced with a railway strike in
Perth because of a demand that 9s, a day
should De paid for work which was pre-
viously paid at 8s. per day¥ The Govern-
ment deelined. The Labonr Government de-
elined. We declined on the ground that the
demand was one which sought to place ordin-
ary sand shifting on the same level as work
" in a ballast pit,
ot sand shifting was held up for months and
months. Then the war came npon us, and a
deputation from all sides of the House waited
on me in my office, and suggested all sorts
ot undertakings for the purpose of finding
work for the unemployed.” Water supply,
harbeur works, and all sorts of projects
that had been hung up for years and years
were suggested. T said to the deputation,
‘“Have you taken into acvount that all these
works mean that we have to find not only
money té pay wages but money to buy the
material required for these works?’'  The
depatation had not thought of that. Then

I said, ‘“There is work which has been Jumg

up for -months becavse we have had to re-
fuge the rate demanded. Until that work is
dcne, there-will be no fresh work.’’ There-
upon the men concerned went back to work.
That happened under a  Labour . Govera-
ment.  When hon. members now opposite
find themselves on the Government benches
they will tieet with unreasonable demands
from their supporters; and they will find
more diffiecdlty in resisting those demands
than we have. Further let me say that there
is not a member on this side of the House
but récognises that the economic position has
changed, and that a inan who assists to pro-
duee wealth is entitled to his fair share of
that wealth. But that does not mean that
every demand which is made is fair, and
that if every demand made is not granted
the Government should be condemmned. Only
last week a few shunters in the Perth yards
might easily have held up the whole of our
railway system through their demand for
something that was not given them by the
Arbitration Court. Becanse these few men

were discontented with the rate fixed
for them by the vourt and refused
the amount that was offered them

by the Commissioner, they went out on
strike. I suggest to onr friends opposite
that that is met the method by which the
country will make progress. .

Mr. Green: Their own union told them
that. : .
The MINISTER FOR MINES: Their
union went further than that, but their
union eould not induce them to go back to
work and let the matter he deeided through
the proper chanael. An arbitrator had to
be called in to settle this matier between

In consequence that work -

- repayment.
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the Commissioner and a. few individuals—
a matter which had alréady been decided
by the Arbitration Court. Sueh are the
conditions under which we are working to-
day.. I suggest to the member for North-
East Fremantle that he should endeavour to
remove the impression among the commu-
nity that all they have to do is to make a
demand and enforce it by direct action.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: I have never sug-
gested anyihing of the kind.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: By doing

8o he is only buildirg up trouble for him-

self and his party. T suggest to the houn.
member that he might try to assist the Gov-
ernment to overcome some of those diffieul-
ties which are necessarily encountered dur-
ing the development of a State.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.80 p.m.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I desire
briefly to make clear the point raised by the
member for FPerth in councefion with the
final settlement of the public serviee strike.
The bon, member intimated that the general
opinion amongst public servants was that
they would not be called upon to repay the
amount advanced by the Government cover-
ing the period during which they were on
strike. The Attormey General, interjecting,
said the public servants had no such idea;
but the member for Perth persisted that the
foeling amongst the service was that the
Government were not serious in demanding
As a member of the Govern-
ment, and also through my knowiedge of -
the correspondence which passed between
Cabinet, the Public Service Commissioner
and the disputes eommittee, I happen to
know that at no time during the negotia-
tions Aid we suggest anything short of the
full repayment of the amonat advanced to
the public servants. On thie 6th August the
Public Service Commissioner wrote to the
Premier, explaining that he had met the
members of the disputes committee and that
certain things had Dbeen discussed and -de-
¢ided. In that letter he said—

Both the Attorney General and the
Solicitor Gcneral were of opinion that a
further gnarantee ’

That is to say, guarantee of repayment.
The letter continues—

was unnecessary, and that the amounat

which had been advanced could be treated

in precisely the same way as an over-
payment, and deductions made in accord-
ance with any arrangement agreed upon.

I do not therefore propose to issue any
- further instructions in this direction. Tun

connection with the advance which the

Government have made to officers of a

sum equal to the amount of salary for-

feited during the strike period, the com-
mittee asked for special consideratiou
when dealing with terms of the repay-
ment, The whole question was thrashed
out thoroughly, and a number of sug-
gestions both from the  committee and
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myself weére ecarefully econsidered. The
committee finally urged that their request
that the first repayments should take
place in Oc¢tober mext, and the total re-
payment to 'be completed by 12 equal
amounts deducted monthly, be adopted.
I have gone very carefully into the re-
quest, and I recommend that the Govern-
ment aceede to it.
There is clear evidence that at no time dur-
ing the negotiations have the disputes com-
niittee been under any other impression than
that the repayment would have to be made
on the terms mentioned. The arrangement

- wag made that they should start the repay-

ment in October. I hope ihat will fipally
clear up the question. I know of no noment
during the negotiations when it was even
suggested that they shouwld do anything but
repay the amount advanced to carry them
over what otherwise would have been a most
difficult period.

Mr. UNDERWOOD (Pitbara) [7.25]: At

the request of thé Minister for Mines I gave -

place to him in the debate, which I think

‘. was ouly proper, secing that the request was

made by a Minister. However, I must say

that I should have liked the Minister, before’

he spoke, to hear ¢ne or two points which I
intend -to make. The Minister has told us
that the condition of the finaneces dees not
matter.

- The Minister for Mines: Oh, no. |

Mr, TNDERWOOD: On a previous ocea-

. gion he told us that the money was in the

pockets of the people. I can only hope that
it is in their pockets still. But taxation is
near itg limits, and our.eredit iz near its
limits, yet the Minister has not told us how
lie is going to run the State on credit in the
fotore.

The Minister for Mines:
Job.

Mr. UNDERWOOQD: It is not my job.

Hon. P. Collier: Tt'does not seem to be
anyhody’s joh.

Mr, UNDERWOQOOD: Tt is the job of every
citizen of Western Australia to know how
All the world has
been through a pretty hard time. I recall
the lines ‘‘The world is out of joint; oh,
cursed spite! that ever T was born to set it
right.’” I do mot suggest that 1 personally
wag born to set it right; still, as Parliament-
arians, and therefore leaders of.the people,
our duty 1§ to endeavour to put the State
on a sound basis. Tt is quite to be expected
that after a war such as we have been
through, the milk of human kindness might
turn a little sour, It is the duty of every
man appointed to be a leader of the pecple
to put that milk info cold storage and get it
down to normal agsin.

Mr, Hudson: Why not chnrn it?

Mr. UNDERWOQOD: Becanse you wonld
then get butter. "It is our duty as members
of Parliament to get the milk back to
normal. We who did not go to the war have
not lost mueh. We have lived possibly better

That is not my -~

¢
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than any other people on earth; we have lost
only—a very hard loss, it is true—some of
the flower of our youth, and we have the
eripples and the dependants of those who are
lost to look after. That is a fair duty to
assume. We have lost 60,000 of the flower
of Apstraliz, and bensldes we have the
cripples whom it is our duty to keep.
Moreover, we¢ 'have a hoge war debt
te pay. Jf we are the people that
we claim to be, that is what we have to do,
How are we going to do it¥ I agree with
the optimistic Premier that this country can
do it—if all of us set our minds on doing
it. It is a question not of optimiam, but of
hard, solid work, Awustralia can e made to
produce sufficient for all of us; but that hes
to be done, not by proclaiming optimism,
but by sound work, The present is not the
time for divisions on either party politics
or religion. We have to cut out both of
those, and every member requires to sit down
and do the best he possibly can to pull the
country out of its difficulties. T have lis-
tened to the Minister for Mines, and heard
notiing but the-sane old platitudes on party
politics, a term which has beerl proved to
mean gimply that one set of men is in office
and the other set is out. There is something
more than that to he done to save Australia

to-day. We are still talking of party
politics, of the Labour party, the Iib-
eral party, the Country party, the

National Labour party, the member for-
Leonora’s party and my owon party. There
should be no other désire on the part of mem-
bers than to see this country through a very
difficult time, not only for ourselves but for
our children. The leader of the Opposition
has erviticised the Govermnent, I sympathise
with him, beeause L was in office with him
when the Opposition criticised us most un-
fairly. The present Premier, when in office,
is ‘‘Sunny Jim,”’ but when in Opposition,
or éven on these c¢rods benches, he ‘was the
most dismal cirecumstance I ever struek.
Mr. Smith: It makes all the difference.

Mr., UNDERWOOD: It hay made all the
difference to the present Premier, but it has
made no difference to me and it' shonld ot
make any difference to a man who desires
the wellbeing of Anstralia, A man who can
be Sunny Jim in office and Dismal Jim in
opposition—well, we cannet have any faith
in him., In regard to party polities; if we
analyse the position to-day, we find that,
after nearly 20 years of high speed legisla-
tion, we have almost fimished all the legis-
tion we require. We have all heard and
agreed with the saying that we want mea-
gures, not men, To-day we want men, not
measures. We want men who are indus-
trious and have execntive ability. I would
say to the leader of the Opposition that, if
he had to put forward a policy to-day, he
contd not put his finger on one big bit of
legislation- As a matter of fact, what we
need to-day is administration. T do oot de-
sire to be aggressive towards the Opposi-
tion,
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Mr. O’Loghlen: Go for your life; we don’t
mind,

Mr. UNDERWOOD: Y am going, and 1
am not wotried about the member for For-
-reat.

Mr O’Loghblen: I am not worried about
yon, and I do not think anyone else is.

Mr, UNDERWQOOD: I am not worried
about the hon. member. ‘

AMr. O'Loghlen: Do not hold up; let your-

self go.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: We want men of ad-
niinistrative ability and industry.

Hon. P. Golier: Well, I am at your dis-
posal.

Mr, UNDERWOOD: And I do not mingd
saying it is absolutely certain that we could
pick men from the Opposition side of the
IMouse who wonld be able to assist the men
on thig side of the House to administer the
affairs of the country. T do not say I would
pick the member for Forvest.

Mr. O’Loghlen: I do not think you
would. I am pretty certain no party would
pick yon,
have been elected Minister for none.

Mr. UNDERWQOD: The hon.
shouid keep cool..

Hon: P, Collier: I shall not go over if
rout will not take him.

Mr. SPEAXER: Order!

My. UNDERWOOD: The greatest diffi-
sulty we as a Parliament have to-day, and T
‘do not mind confessing it as heing the
groatest difficulty of my life, is that bf
finance. Since 1912, that is for eight years,
I’ have heard criticisms oh finance. T have
heard the late Mr. Frank Wilson from the
QOpposition side, the present Premier, the
Minister for Works, the member for Can-
ning, They all eriticised -the finances. I have
heard the Minister tor Mines to-day; but [
do not know that anyone has yet attempted
to put forward a rvemedy. It is absolutely
certain that we cannet go on borrowing ani
paying for our luxuries out of borrowed
money. I do not desire to go into the reuson
for the deficit, but it might be stated sloxtly
that. the prineipal cause of the deficit is thut
we have construeted public works for the or-
dinary development of the country. We have
eonstructed railways in open country, hoping
that settlement would take place alongside
those lines, and that the settlement would
previde the freights which would make those
railvaye pay. That settlement has nit taken
‘ place. Hence we have half of our deficit re-
preseuting sinking fund on public works,
That is the chief part of onr trouble to-day.

Hon. P. Collier: We are over-eapitalised.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: Ng, over-borrownd.
T came into this House 14 years ago as one
oprosed to excessive borrowing,

Hon. P. Collier: And we stuck to it, teo.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: ‘Wait until 1 tall the
hon. member. For five or six years I stuck
to it. T opposed railway after railway and
then .

Mr, Teesdale: The Marble Bar railway
cama,

You have joined every party and -

maember |

the spirit.
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Mr. UNDERWOQOD: Then the Labour
Government came into power. I was sitting
in the geat next to that now occupied by the
member for North Perth, and the Fremier
turned around and said, ‘‘Here, you go out
and have a drink. I have a Loan Bill here.”’

The Minister for Mines: You might as
well tell na the rest.

Mr. UNDERWOQOD: Well, T wert out
and had a drink ‘and, in five ‘minutes, the
aon-borrowing Labowr party passed a Loan
BRill for five million pouunds. -

Hon. T. Walker: For reproductive works.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: The trouble is _they
have not proved rcproduetive.

Hon. P. Collier: They will be ultimately.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: They may be, The
Government borrowed the five millions and
difl it with the assistanee of all the membors
at present in Oppesition. They passed five
millions in five minutes.

The Minister for Mines:
eord.

Mr. Smith: A million a minute.

Mr, UNDERWOOD: Yes. Members need
not worry about the cause of the defieit. It
was the million a minute to which they all

That is a re-

agreed.

Mr. Johnston: That is done alinost cvery
year.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: Not at the rate of
a milliou a minute, The Premier now speaks
quife casually of the deficit. I have just told
hon, members how he spoke whén he moved a
motion of no-vonfidence. That was when he
was Dismal Jim. e is now an optimist. T
want te say that an optimist, without any
other abiiity, or anything ¢lse to recommend
him, is-just about as valuable as an empty
bottle. Tf oie has an ewmpty bottle and has
some spivit to put in it, the bottle will hold
An empty bottle is a geod thing.
An optimist’ is good, but an optimist without
ability is about equal to an empty bottle,
That is alout what the Premier’s eapacity
amomnts to. Talking about optimism, I have
read ihe reports regarding a trip mwade by
the Premier and the Minister for Works.
They were somewbere down in the swamp
comntry and they said, *‘We believe in the
country.’’ Well, of course they do; so dil
Micawber, so did Mulberry Sellers. He was
another optimist, and so was Dick Swiveller.

JIn my opinion .he was more after the style

of the Premier than any ol them. He bor-
rowed.

Mr. Green: And Mark Tapley.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: No, he always paid
his way, Swiveller built up eredits. He bor-
rowrd wherever ke could, and got hevr and
other thinsa ¢ trast wierever he eould; and
he had to walk two miles to reach his lodg-
ing in the next street in order to dodge his
creditors. He was an optimist. 8o is the
Treasurer. DBut optimism is not going to
carry us through, Dick Swiveller had to get
work, and any Government who are going to
carry on the work of this country must get
down solidly fo work ou the deficit, Regard-
ing aptimism, one may bluff on it as long as
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he likes. If a man speaks of something in
the nature of a danger ahead, he is described
as a pessimist; but a man who does not lock
at the dangers ahead is a fool, not an optim-
igt. We have a2 very serious time ahead of
us. This applies to all Australia, but to
‘Western Australia particularly. We have
hieard of the decline of gold production, and
mueh of our public works has been built on
the gold mining indastry. I will speak of
this later, but 1 would like to point out now
that unless we ean reduee the costs, not only
aof fracteur but veduee the general cost of
living, our gold mining is going to almost
peter ont, becanse gold mining is the only in-
dusiry that cannot get increased prices. That
is a position, which any man who studies
things must recognise. If we caunot reduce
the eosts, then almost all of our gold
, mines must elose down and, with the
elosing down of our gold mines, our
costs on railways, water supplies, and
many other public works will be lost,
One does not require to be an optimist or a
- pessimist, but one requites to have a know-
ledge of these things to know that what I
am saying is absolutely eorrect. We have
not had a complete balance sheet of . our
finances. We have yet to get the absolute
losses made by the Agricultural Bank. They
will not appear in our national
sheet for some considerable time, but these
losses are thére all the same. It is all very
well for the Treasurer to say, ‘1 ‘wm an
optimist and I believe in the country.’’ It
is cheap, but we must get down to realise
the difficulties ahead of us and te find a way
to get through them, No mere talk about
optimismn is going to do that, What are to
be the remedies? I have asked several mem-
bers to suggest a remedy. There is one re-
medy, and that is an increase in population
and an inerease in settlement. As to
whether or not we can get that increase
in settlement, we are to an extent in
the lap of the gods.
late chief falk about, ‘‘Produee, Produce,
produce.’” In speaking thus he was abso-
lvtely correct. We are only going to get
out of the trowble we are in throngh in-
creased produetion. To gel increased pro-
duction we must get increased popuilation.
I have heard the present Premier, parti-
cularly when moving hig vote of no-confidence
in the Government to which I belonged at the
time, say how the Lefroy Government had
failed, and@ how he was going to settle sol-
diers on the land. I have watched the pro-
gress of his administration. I have noted
that he never changed ome single officer which
the Lefroy Govérnment had. I ‘have noticed
that it is just the same old thing that oe-
curred in the Government that he denounced.
The present Premier wants to keep in office,
He will go to sleep peacefully. T presume
he will have his salary sent along to him at
the bank, and he will be an optimist. If he
was not getting that salary for heing a
Minister he would be a pessimist. We have
not much to work upon in regard to reform.

-and look after the administratien,

balance ,

I have heard my-

We are a small State in numbers, a large
State in area. We are handicapped in regard
to taxation by the taxation of the Federal
Government. There are some things we may
reform in, and, allowing that we have a
£600,000 a year deficit, a very large one, just
about £2 per head of the population, we must
think how we are going to do it. Tan wmy
opinion the first thing to comsider. is civil
service reform, I do not desire just now to
speak of the civil service strike, mor of the
salaries paid to ecivil servants, but I do.de-
give to speak of the circumlocution of the
service, and the excessive numbers that are
employed in the service. The only way to
get over that is to get Ministers who will
git in their offices, and not go round the
country talking about optimism, and oil, and
Albany, Ministers who will sit in their offices
We want
economy in the Edueation Department. Upon
this question I will speak .later, either on
the Estimates or by direct motion, but in the
meantime 1 should like to read an extract
from ‘‘Hansard’’ of 1914-15. It may draw
the attention of members to the attitnde
adopted by that most influential paper which
snpporty the present Government. 'This is
an extract read by the Minister for Educa-
tion—

The leading article published in the
““West Australian’’ of the 5th February
last says,. ‘‘Edueation is another depart-
ment in which expenditure has grown by
leaps and bounds, and an analysis of the
administration gives some striking and
unsatisfactory results. The aggregate ex-
penditure upon the education vote was
£276,555 in 1912-13—no later depart-
mental vote is available, In 1910 it was
£183,608, This is an "enormous inerease
of a shade more than 50 per cent. in
three years. It is interesting to discover
other features of the departmental report.

The **West Australian’’ of yesterday, or the
day before, pointed out that there were any
amomnt of excuses for the excessive expendi-
ture, and that the education vote for this
year will be £490,000. Of course, many peo-
ple say, I am not educated. The then Min-
igster for Eduneation pnt up a report of his
officer, who can put up reports, and 1 think
very little else, for that is his long suit.
Again quoting from ‘‘Hansard?’ I will read
what the Minister for Edueation at that time
said—

If the pargnts are too poor to keep chil-
dren in the central schools for a year or
twa, and so prepare to enter the secondary
schools, then if the chiid is earning a live-
lihood in the daytime, we have our might
classes, onr continuation classes, and T
know very few things which have become
more popular in recent years than the con-
tinuation classes. They bave swollen enor-
mously, and my only regret is that we can-
not extend them further. There the child
can prepare himself or herself to enter the
Technical Sehool, and through the Technieal
School, the University, ail things converg-+
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ing to the highest pinnacle of learning in
our midst. We have also training schools
for the teachers themselves. There we
train our young in the art of teaching, and
there we fit them to take charge of ihe
youthful minds committed to their care.

This iz a matter to be exceedingly proud -

of. We leave no stone unturned. All our
ways lead upward te the University, which
we have recently established, and we have
put no obstacle at all in the way of a child,
be that child of the poorest parents in our
midst, to reach that geal. We have abol-
ished all fees. What other nation has gone
go far in the same direction§ We have
abolished all fees from the primary school
right up to the taking of a degree and pass-
ing with honours through the highest seat
of learning the State possesses. We will
always find those whe will sneer or take
exception to what we are doing, but I
claimi fhere is no organisation in the workl
that has shaped more towards the spirit of
the times than our educational establizh-
ment.
Peanuts or lollies! That was £270,600, and
now we are going to £480,000. That seemed
right. That was good. That was peanuts
and lollies all right. It is a most extraord-
inary thing, and one which we practical men
should look to. We want to audit the Tdu-
cation Department, and find owt whether we
are getting value for our money, Since I
have been here, over 14 years, I have found
that we always appoint our best talker, our
greatest orator, to the Edveation Department.
I will undertake to say that if the member
for North-East Fremantle (Mr. Angwin) were
appointed as Minister for Education, there
would be many things he would want to
know about. My Minister, when I was sit-
ting behind one, has increased the figures
from £180,000 to £270,000. There was no
. doubt he counld talk and justify it. Then
we come along with another talker, the Hon.
H. . Colebateh, He outwalks Walker, or,
in other words, he outtalks the previous
talker. He doubles it again. And we, the
taxpayers, have to pay just for the talk. We
have run amok on it, and we want a check.
Fifty years ago parents could teach thejr
children to read, write and reckom, without
the assistance of all these schools. There
are thousands of us who were so taught S0
years ago. 1f the parents in the back coun-
try, with the assistance of books, cannot feach
their children to-day, as my parents tanght
me, and the parents of my time taught their
children, then those parenis are slipping back
and the eduecation sysiem is a failure. There
is another point in regard to edueation that
I would refer to. We have during the past
15 years taught possibly 20,000 boys and girls
to write shorthand, and yet not a single one
of them has been sufficiently taught to co
into the reporters’ box in this House. We
want an gudit of the educational exvenditure;
we want o sce whether we are getting valne
for our money and where we are spending it.
I can remember rteading '‘Little Dorrit.'?
The member for Kanowna (Mr. Walker) haa

‘fair for us to maintain the parks,
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also read ‘‘Little Dorrit’’ and remembers the
eircumlocution offiee where the Government
man came along and the minister showed how
many reams of paper had been used. The
actval advantage gained by the people, how-
ever, was never shown. We want an audit
made of the position. T had hopes in regard
to education that the member for Perth
(Mr. Pilkington) would do semething. Of
course, being a mewber of the Ministry at
that time T could not help him. I am sorry
for that. All T can say is that if that hom.
member is prepared to go onm now I will
give him my assistance; I will help bim, not
to become a member of .the Ministry, but
with the view of squaring the finances. There
are other matters as well, Take the Charities
Department. I was in charge of that for
some time but T was never satisfied. This T
was aware of that there were considerable
numberg of shiftless, shriftless, and drifting
wasters who so long as they could get a bit
of tucker would do mothing for themselves,
and the department was finding the tucker.
I am satisfied that the Charities vole can be
cut down, Next we come to the Geologieal
Department—I am going right into my own
distriect now, We have a hage Geoclogical
Department. Is the leader of the Opposition
prepared to go into this with me and say that

. we shall ent out almost the whole of that de-

partment? We can keep the Assaying De-
partment. Then there is the Observatory.
I have 'heard—and I was 5orry to lLear it—
the member for Kanowna put up a most
eloquent appeal for the retention of the Ob-
servatory beeanse they were photographing
stars. We can do without photographs of
stars for a few years until we get our
finances atraight.

Mr. Lutey: It is s Commonwealth depart-
ment.

My, UNDERWQOD: It is not Common-
wealth, Then we have thé parks. While
we are working on borrowed money it is not
Let them
go. At the worst they can only drift back
to their wild state, and they are just as.
beautiful in their wild state as they are now.
Tf there are no eitizens who can put up the
money to maintain the parks, the parks must
go and we will save a good deal. Then we
have the musenm and the art gallery. ‘Can
we as a people say that we are going to
continue to maintazin those institutions? Let
us toek the doors and cut off the salaries and
permit those institutions to be closed, and
perbaps in 10 ‘years time when our finances
are all right again we can open the doors.
Is it fair to maintain parks, the musenmn and
art gallery and the Geological Department?

Hon. P. Collier: And the University.

Mr. Duff: What about the Zoo?

Mr. UNDERWOOD: Yes, the Zoo.

Mr. Pigrerine: And turn the lions loose.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: I ask. the leader of
the Opposition* what remedy he wonld pro-
pose. Is he prepared to support the sug-
gestions T have made?

Hon. P, Collier: I will consider them.
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Mr. UNDERWOOD: All T can say is that

we cannot possibly go onm with a £600,000
deficit every year, and in view of the Federal
taxation we cannot keep on Ffurther taxing
the people.

Hon. P. Collter: And the Federal taxation
is going to be heavier.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: What does the hon.
member propose? Let me come to a matter
in regard to which there may be a saving
cffected—I refer to the civil service. I do
not desire to speak about the recent strike
mere than to say that when the civil ser-
vants girike, they strikeragainst Parliamentary
government, and if Parliamentary govern-
ment is beaten then I do not know what gov-
ernment we are going to have. Tt is correct
to say that the Ministry should have given
earlier consideration to the ecivil servants’
case. At the same time there is no getting
out of the position, that had the ecivil ser-
vants won the strike, Parliamentary govern-
ment would have finished. One speaker was
reported to have said that no Government
in the fnture would have dared refuse the
request of the ecivil servants because they
would go on strike and put that Government
out. If the civil service ean put a Govern-
ment ort of office, Parliamentary government
is finished. We can all say we are pleased
—at any rate I am pleased and I think
almost every member is pleased—at the
termination of the strike. I had no desire
to see the civil service humiliated, nor aid
[ want to see Parlamentary government
 defeated. I might tell the Opposition, and
- possibly soma members on this side of the
- House, that when I joined what was then the
National Party a plank above all others thai
Y Adesired to have included in the platform
was in regard %o civil service reform. My
degire was that a Minister should Afinally
decide a guestion. Those who were with me
at that time said, ‘*Yes, we will do that
when we get into office,’” but they shirked
it.  The present Government are pledged
to this reform, hut they do not like it; it
might cause a bit of hardship. As a hatter
of fact we must have civil serviee reform;
we must have an amendment of the existing
Act. "We must have a boss, and there is no
one mors entitled to be bosy than the man
who is elected by the people of Wistern Aus-
tralin. The people must have charge of the
c¢ivil gervice, What have we to-day? We have
our present Commissioner. T do not de-
sire to speak disparagingly of the late
Commissioner. He was a very able and con-
scientions man, hot he had his Act to work
rnder. The present Commissioner deems it to
be his dnty under the Act to look after those
who are in the service, and not to pay any at-
tention to the public. He has said in print
and has acted uvon it that his duty is to the
civi! service. and the public are nowhere. Wea
Eneer. and overy man who has been in the Min-
jsiry knows, that the tendency of civil servants
is to bnild up their departments. We know
that a Minister cannot have technical know-
-ledge of all the departments. He would be a

- the people up all right.

- Minister,

247

prefty good Minister who had technieal know-
ledge of, say, two of perhaps ten departments
that he is controlling, The people have no one
to represent them. Under the present Act a
Conimissioner is appointed to protect the eivil
service but uno one is there to protect the pub-
lic. Therefore we find that the officers go on
buikling wp departments. They build up the
prestige of their departments and this is done
over and over again. It is not a question of
doing a certain amount of work with a limited
number of men, but a question of the em-
ployment of an unlimited number of men to
do a certain amount of work, because the
more men they employ the greater is the pres-
tige. Under such conditions we are likely to
drift back. I can say. from experience that
officialdom grows rank and much faster than
any growth I know of, not even allowing that
cane grass which the leader of the primary
producers saw in Kimberley. I say to those
who would think ef having a communistic
country where all property ivould belong to
all people and where every individnal weuld
have to do his ghare of work and wounld be
prodded up to do it by an cfficial, ‘‘Look out
for those officials!’’ The officials would prod
The member for
Fremantle (Mr. Jones) may be under the
impression that he ig going to be .an official,

Mr, Jones: We certainly would not em-
ploy you.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: I am quite convinged
that the hon. member will not work, Now,
reverting to the officials—and some of the
hon, members whom I am addressing know
this—the system of officialdom is to build up
bosses, and to have circumlocution going
round and round. One officer reports, and
another paraphrases, and yet another para-
phrages that, and then aneother paraphrases
that again, and eventually it comes to the
And it goes back in the same
round. .

Hon. P. Collier:
the paraphrasing,

Mr. UNDERWOOD: But the officials para-
phrase again, and then the Minister is not
certain what he conenrred in. "Take the La-
bonr Bureau. The Labour Bureau was under
the Charities Department. The manager of
the Labour Burean used to report to Mr.
Longmore; Mr, Longmore reported to Mr.
North; Mr. North reported to me. Then T

The Minister concurs in

returned the report to Mr. North, and it went

three or four times back again, At that par-
ticular time when I made my name famous
by telling the cockies to get work, T was
lahouring against pretty severe odds.

Mr. Pickering: You must have been.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: I was, or possibly I
would not have made snch a statement. The
Industries Assistance Act was under the Trea.
surer. The adminigtration of the Act wagunder
the Lands Department. When T came along
to assist my late colleagne, Mr. W. D, John-
son, [ naturally went the straightforward way
and asked the chairman of the Industries As-
sistance Board to c¢all at my office. The next
thing T heard was that I bad *‘slighted the
Under Treasurer.’’ It had never struck me
that the Under Treasurer had anything to do
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with the matter. But such is the cirenmlocu-
tion of the departments, I can teil hon,
members about this paraphrasing. When I
first entered Parliament Mr. Gregory was
Minister for Mines, and T spoke te him about
some extended claims on creeks and rivers in
the North-West. I asked him did he know
about the matter. He said he did not. I
said, ‘“Very well, I will go away and write
you about it.’’ I wrote explaining the whole
thing. The next I heard of the matter was
that my letter appeared in the ‘‘West Aus-
tralian’’ as a statement under the name- of
Mr. H. Gregory. There was my letter, and it
was a pretty good one, one of my Dbest de-
seriptive efforts. There was all my stuff
paraphrased, and the graphic force to a cer-
tain extent lost In conseguence, under the
name of the Minister. Naturally I had some-
what of a grudge against the Minister for
having done such a thing, I followed the
matter up, and I found that my letter had
been paraphraséd four times before it got
into the ‘' West Australian.’”’ What it had
gained in dietion by the paraphrasing it had
Iost in graphic force. Now, are we going on
with this system? Is it any use our talking
about deficits unless we cut out that para-
phrasiug? The Minister for Mines knows,
and the leader of the Opposition knows, that
if one puts in a request to the Mines Depart-
ment, the inspector of mines reports on it
first; then the State mining engineer para-
phrages the report of the inspector of mines;
then the Under Secretary for Mines para-
phrases that; and eventually it goes to the
Minister, There is another phase of this
matter, and here I come to a question not
only of State finance but of Federal finance,
because the same people have got to pay the
- taxes to both Governments., I am now re-
ferring to the matter of overlapping. There
are the two taxation departments, State and
Federal. The only rcason why I-would sug-
gest that these two departments should be
combined ig that it would save the taxpaper
the trouble of making out two returns, I
~ have had experience of the Federal Govern-
ment as well as of the State Government, and
all T can say is that if officialism has a possi-
bility of growing rank, it grows rank in the
Federal departments. In any department
that we hand over to the Commonwealth we
can look out for rank officialism, There is
the Savings Bank. This is a matter purely
of the official overriding his Minister; there
i no shadgw of doubt about that. T tell
those Labour men who talk about the great
things they did, that this was done by An-
drew Fisher, It was pointed out by the pre-
sent Minister for Mines that the Federal
Government were robbing this State of some-
thing like £80,000. The official overrode his
Minigter, and sinece then we have lLad two
savings banks. The two electoral depart-
ments could easily be run as one department.
Then there is a matter sthich does not eome
much before this Parliament, but a matter
that is worthy of consideration—the man.
agement of the Transcontinental Railway.
If ever officialdom ran mad, it did so when
placing that railway under Federal control.

. just possibly an inspector or two,
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The officials in Melbourne build up a system,
for which we have got to pay, to run 2 line
between Kalgoorlie and Port Augusta. 1f
that section of the Transcontinental Railway
as far as our border were given to the West-
ern Australisn Railway Department, and the
other section to the South Australian rail-
way Department, there would be no more
‘'overhead eXpenses, no more Commissioners,
But in
addition we would have this—and it is some-
tling that should appeal to the people of
Augtralia—that in running that railway we
could send our officers there to put in a year
or two or three, and then we could shift them
to some other part, either in South Australia
or in Western Australia. But Federal ofli-
cialdom built up—T want to tell the O.B.U.
men to look -out for officials—this system of
munagement from Meibourne, and there is no
place for the Transcontinental Railway men
exeept in the desert, The man who joing the
Commonwealth railway serviee joins it to
rerve in that desert, and to rear his children
in it, and all the rest. That is officialism,
pure officialism. When the Premier and the
Minister for Mines are in Melbourne, there
is no question they can talk on with mere
effect, in my opinion, than that of the man-
agement of the Transcontinental Railway.

Hon., P. Collier: We tried hard to get the
railway managed by the State, but the Com-
monwealth Government would not listen to
tha proposal.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: They would not
listen; that is so. T'e-an extent the members-
of this Honse will not listen to me altogether,
bat that is no reason why I should stop
talking. I have said that we have no great
dividing lines in regard te politiecs. As a
matter of faect, if the Opposition came into

. power to-morrew, there is no great legisla-

tion that they could propose. But what we
require, what possibly the Opposition may
bg able to bring about—or possibly some
members on this side of the House may be
able "to do it—is a recognition of the re-
sponsibilities of Ministers, a reeognition of
the fabt that Ministers must dominate, must
take their place, take their responsibilities,
ghow the people that they are capable of
close and eclean administration. —We have
heard the Minister for Mines talk to-day.
In the course of his speech he mentiomed
that this Staté had been put to an expense
of £50,000, more or less, owing to influenza.
I want to say that if we had had 2 Minister
who would have attended closely to that
matter, that expenditure wonld not have
lreen necessary. I do not like to be hard,
but I must zay that with saner administra-
tion many lives would have been saved.
Many lives were lost owing to the panic that
was allowed to occur. We got. through the
infloenza cheaper than any other State. The
explanation of that is that we did not have
the influenza. Most of the deaths occurred
through people being frightened, seared, siad
pulled out of their beds and taken away to
hospitals. As a maiter of fact, the adminis-
tration was guilty not only of wasting our



[24¢ AvcusT, 1926.]

money but also of wasting some of our

lives,

Mr. Duff. That was only in the early
stages.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: | There were no late

stages. I wag in the late stage of the in-
fivenza, and it never killed me, and it never
killed anybody who came from the North-
West., Above all others the question of
the cost of living is likely to influence our
immediate future. We have heard a great
deal about the profiteér. We -might be able
to initiate legislation to deal with the pro-
fiteer, if we could but find him. What we
want is a definition of *‘profiteer.’’ 1 ask,
are the producers of stable foodstuffs obtain-
ing a fair share of what the consumer pays!
I am not referring to food-stuffs produced in
other countries, bhecause of course we have
n0 conirol over what another country pré-
duces, but in respeet to our own country,
are the producers getting what the consumer
pays, less the customary charges? Later, T
- suppose, we shall hear it stated that not the
present Government, nor the Nationalist
party, mor even my party, has reduced the
cost of living.

Hon. P. Collier: 1 do mot think anybody
ts likely to refer to it.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: Scarcely anything
else. was referred to at the Iast Federal clee-
tions.

Hon, P, Collier:
the profiteers.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: So¢ was Ryan.

Hon. P. Collier: O, no.

Mr. UNDERWOQOD: Yes, and Storey and
Theodore were doing a little on similar
lines, However, teke our own prdoucers:
Take the position of the kangafoo shooter:
. The price of kangaroo skins has increased
from 2s, 6d. to 7s. 6d. per Ib. Is the kanga-
roo shooter a praﬁteer, or is he merely getting
what the world is prepa.red to pay for his
produce,

Hon. P. Colher SBomebody who gets the
produce might be a profiteer.

Mr. UNDERWQOD: That will do. Kang-
aroe sking are sold mostly to Ameriea, and
what the Americans make on them I do not
know, Coming to our bread, does the wheat-
grower get a fair price for the wheat which
we eat as bread? Coming to meat, can any
member point to a place where a middle
‘man is getting excessive profit on meat? TIf
we can find the profiteer I am prepared to
go ¢ven as far as the member for Fremanile
{(Mr. 'Jones) in search of a lamp-post upon
‘which to accommodate him. Take vege-
tables, fruit, eggs, butter: is the producer
getting what the consumer pays, less ordi-
nary charges? 1 say he is pgetting at the
present time closer to it than_ ever he has
got before in the history of Australia. In
rggsrd to profiteering, I am convinced that
til : is very little of it in the actual essen-
tials of foodstuffs produced in Awustralia.

Mr. Harrison. You cannot say the same in
regard to clothing.

Biliy was going to shoot

- eonsumers of iron in Australia.
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Mr. UNDERWOOD: If any member of
the community does not care to pay the price
of clothing he c¢an go without it, There is
no reason why we should pay 10s. 64, for
gilk hose.
Mr. Jones:
10s. 6d.
Hon. P. Collier:
West, do they not?
Mr, UNDERWOOD: No, they do not: If

You cannot get silk hose for

They pay it in the North-

-people do not like to pay the prices for such

thinges, at all events such things are not
necessary to life. It is the necessary com-
modities that we require to keep -our eyes
upon, Those who want silk hose or patent
leather shoes, let themn pay for them if they
have the money; and if they have not the
money, let them tick it up if they must
have those things. Tf one cannot get silk
hose, one- ean still get Prince Alberts, But
gsome item: are essential, are necessary com-
riodities, items such as butter, wheat, wool,
vegetables, eggs, baecon

Mr, Duff: And hops.

Mr, UNDERWOOD: The Federal Govern-
ment have put an undve tax on the drinker
of distilled hopa. There are other things im
respeet of which we can say we have not had
a fair deal, things such a$ iron, which are
necesgary for the development of this country.
We find that the Australian Government have
protected iron, and that a big corporatiom,
known ae the Broken Hill Iron Works, has
been established. Consulting their balance-
sheet, we find that, last year, they made over
half ‘a million pmﬂt and that in the pre-
ceding year they made over £600,000 profit.
That ¢ompany is not dealing fan-ly with the
Then the
Federal Government are bringing in a tariff
to protect Australian manufacturers: Such
a company as the Broken Hill Iron Works
has' no call ‘'whatever on the people of Aus-
tralia. It has taken_ the last sixpence it
could possibly get, it has put its commodities
right up to the import parity. The only
way to deal with such a eombination is to
establigh -Government iron and steel works.
There ia no doubt about the profits made by
the sugar combine. The remedy does not lie
with the individual States, but the TFederal
Government should be given power to take
over that industry and work it for the bene-
fit of the people, I have referred to the
high cost of biving, If it were only a matter
of costs inereasing, and wages increasing-
correspondingly, there would not be much to
fear. But in respect of Western Australia
it is a most important circnmstance indeed,
because the high cost not only of living but
of all commodities, renders gold mining prae-
tically impassible. Gold mining i3 a great
gtable industry of Western Australia. The
member for Hapnans (Mr, Munsie) stated
that we should endeavour to reduce the cost
of explogives and of mining requisites. Those
costs are only a circumstance. In my
opinion, miners at Kalgoorlie cannet work
for anything less than £1 a shift. I know,
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and the miners know, that if their wages
-were increased to £1 = ghift, it would result
.in the closing down of the mines. That is
a proposition which no thinking man ecan
.get over. ‘T put it clearly that a man em-
" ployed in the deep mines of Kalgoorlie can-
not work for less than something like £1 a
shift. Another much discussed question is
that of industrial nnrest. Industrial unrest
comes naturally at a time like this, and we
should be foolish if we did not expeet it
"and provide for it. At the same tine, as
I have said, we have great reaponsiblities
which we cannot fulfil unless we get rid of
-our internal troubles. The leader of the
Opposition and others have said that the
Arbitration Aet is obsolete, and they have
pointed out that the Government have
brought dowr no suggestiona for its amenad-
ment. In my opinion the Arbitration Aect
is not obsolete, It has been in existence
for only a few years. Some of its provi-
-sions require amending, and I will undertake
to say that if the Opposition bring down the
necessary amendments, the Hounse will pass
them, irrespective of whether they are accept-
able to the Government. If those who re-
present the workers—I wused to represent
them till they threw me out—will bring for-
ward the amendments required to make the
Arbitration Aet s good working measure, I
undertake to say that Parliament will pass
‘them, I do not eare whether the pregsent
‘Government agree with them or not.

Mr. Nairn: Will your party support them?®
Mr, Lutey interjected, -
My, UNDERWOOD:
~ Mr. O’Loghlen:
too.

. Mr. UNDERWOOD: I would like to ask
-the members on the Opposition side just to
try and see how they get on. Let them put
up their amendments. The revision of
awards has been soggested. The member
for Hannans (Mr, Munsie) said that some
percon other than a judge was dcsired as
.pregident. I supported that years age.

Mr. Lutey: What became of that when it
was put up by the Labour party?.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: It never came be-
‘fore the House. There ‘i3 one regulation
‘which should be brought‘in—I do not know
that an alteration of the Aet is necessary—
-and that is in regard to the long drawn out
evidence brought before the ecourt. Days
and days, weeks and weeks are spent in
- weary reiteration, There should be some
‘method "whereby the president of the court
should be able te¢ eut out unnecessary evi-
-dence and unpecessary verbiage. Ome other
thing required in connection with the court
is that the workers of Western Australia
should give it good and loyal support.

Mr. O’Loghlen:  Notwithstanding what
the award might be? .

Mr. ONDERWOOD: If the court is not
good enough, I am prepared to say that this
House will alter the court.

That is an old gag.
And a pretty good gag,
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Mr. O’Loghlen: You know that some of
the awards have been shocking. -

Mr. UNDERWOOD: Yes, I fought againat
one of them. The workers of Western Aus-
tralia have never given this court a fair
deal, but have gone to the Federal court and,
with all due respeet to Mr. Justice Higging,
he has absolutely strained to breaking point
that part of the Constitution which says that
the Federa! Government may appoint a eourt
to. deal with industrial matters which affect
two or more States, Mr. Justice Higging’
even allaws gold mining to be brought in as
an industrial matter affecting two States,

Mr. O’Loghlen: I do not know what you
regard as a fair deal by the court.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: Then do not have a
court at all if you do not think it will give a
fair deal,

Mr. O’Loghlen: But you say the workers
have not given this court a fair deal, :

Mr. UNDERWOOD: They have not, be-
cause they have always endeavoured to get
past the State court to the Federal court.

Mr. O’Loghlen: No, they have not.

Mr. UNDERWQOD: Where are the tim-
ber workers now?

Mr, O’Loghlen: In the Federal court, the
only court where they could get a hearing.

Mr. UNDERWOOD. Where are the gold
miners

Mr. O’Loghlen: In the Stdte court,

Mr. UNDERWOQOD: They have come back
from the Federal court.,

Mr. O’Loghlen: JIn desperation they had
to go somewhere.

Mr, Tutey: The miners have given it more
than a fair trial. : :

Mr. O’Loghlen:
awarded 57s. a week and barmaids T4s. a
week by thie very court.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: Why go to the Fed-
eral court?

Mr, (’Loghlen: Because they are starving
under the State award. -

Mr., UNDERWQQD: - Why did the miners
come back to the State court?

Mr. O'Loghlen: Because they did not get
a fair deal from the Federal court. They
asked people to starve on 9s. 7d. a day.

Mr. UNDERWOOD : I have almost
finished whet I have to say regarding gen-
cral politics. It will be necessary to say a
few words regarding that great portion of
Australia-—the seetion I represent—a part of
Australia which is of the utmost importance
to-day. If we are going to retain this eoun-
try as a white man’s country, we shall have
to people the North, The first essential to
the development of that country 'is a ship-
ping service. The State has orovided a lim-
ited service. We have heard a deal about
State enterprises, We have heard a deal with
régard to their failore, but T do not think
anything tends to the failore of State enter-
prises so much as the appointment of men
to positions of which they have absolutely no
koowledge. I have already said that the
present Public Service Commissioner seems
to deem it his duty to appeint anyone in the

The timber workers were -
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gervice to some other position in the service,
quite irrespective of his ability to fill the
position. e is there to find jobs for those
who are fortunate encugh to be in the civil
service. Now we come to the appointment of
a man named Bennett. The Minister, in an-
swer to a question, told me that Mr. Bennett
had been appeinted to go to England to ad-
vise the naval architeets in regard to local
conditions for ships runmning on the north-
west coast, The man appolnted bas never
been on the north-west coast; he has never
been on a ship except as a passenger, and he
has absolutely no knowledge of the business
on which he has been sent to Bugland to ad-
vise the naval architects. Some members of
this House have been on the north-weat
coast. They have seen the coast; they have
seen its tides;. they have scen some of the
dilficulties of navigation there, but those
members have been there in the winter. They
have never been therc in the summer, They
have seen that coast- when the warm, blue,
tropical sea has heen as smooth ng glass and
ghimmering like the 8wan River, They have
never seen it when those famous storms
known as the willy-willies ececur, but they
might be able to imagine what wonld happen
among those islands when -a ship, having
both anchors down, & full head of steam on
and steaming right into the wind is blown
like a eork for imdreds of miles. I presume
we want somecbody to ddvise the naval archi-
tects in regard to local conditions, and who
should have been chosen but n man whe had
been on the bridge through some of those
storms, 2 man whe had borne the responsi-
bility of a shipand the lives of the érew and
passengers under him? Instead of that, the
Government have sent a mund lark from Fre-
mantle. Fe bas never been on anything big-
ger than a river dredge. No, he has not even
Leen on o river dredge. He hag not been on
anything higger than a river launch. Yet
this is the man who has _been sent to Eng-
fand to advise the naval architects! Prob-
ahly members have read that the ““Bambra®?
recently ran on a bank at Port Hedland.

Mr. Tecsdale: A dangerovs place, that.

Mr. UNDERWQOD: 8o aiso is Point
Sampson, and worse still is Onslow. This
was a question of steering gear. The ship

was on at least a four-mile eurrent and had
ts make a sharp torn. She had to have suffi-
cient way to make that turn, If the steering
gear d4id not answer immediately, the ship
would be aground and the ebb tide would
leave her high and dry. Who could advise
the maval architcets so well as a man who
had becn through an expericnece Iike that?
Would any member put a publie works pile-
driver on to tell him how to get through a
current of that deseription? 1 am sorry the

Minister is not in his place; T have not

finished with this question. If it was desired

to scleet a public works engineer t6 go to .
England; there is no reason why the Govern-’

ment should not have sent the engineer for
the North-West, a man whose honesty is ab-
solutely above suspicion.- I want to know
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why Mr. Bennctt was appointed to this posi-
tion? I have been told by the Minister for
Mines that the Government were satisfied
that Mr. Bennett possessed the qualifications,
Wonld the Minister for Mines have accepted
that from any mine-owner in regard to an
ordinary stationary engine-driver who did not
possess a ticket? When the Minister for
Mines was president of the engine-drivers’
asgsociation, would he have allowed a man to
turn 2 tap on a boiler if that man did not
possess an engine-driver’s certificate? This
js an infinitely greater job than that
of o mere, common engine-driver, I myself
have ‘driven an engine, and T am a pretty
common person, This is a question of send-
ing a man to England to advise the naval
architects regarding the structure of ships to
navigate the North-West ¢oast. The Govern-
ment have sent a man who has never been on
a ship, a man who bas never been on the
north-west coast,

Mr, Pickering: Would not the best man
have been one of the captains trading on
the North-West eoast? .

Mr. Hudson: The hon. member is pointing
that out. ’

Mr. UNDERWOOD: The 1eply I receival
to my question as to Mr. Bennett’s qualifica-
tions was that he was marine supervisor (o the
State shipping service. Last session I carried
an amendment to the Addvess-in-reply in this
House, and in the course of my remarke
pointed out that the management of the ship-
ping service was not elficient, and that we
required more cfficient serviee. Mr. Stevens
has made many bungles, but the biggest bun-
gle he ever made was in putting on a lan:d
-lubber, who had never been to sea, as marine
supervisor over ships. We have heard of the
captain of tho ‘‘Pinafore.”’ The opera was
o burlesque, and here it is in aectual fact.
We have Mr. Glyde, who has never been to
sea, as manager, and we have Mr. Bennett,
who has never been to sca, as marine super-
intendent, Mr. Bennett does not hold an
enginecr’s ticket of any deseription whatever.
He is a public works supervisor, a pile driver,
The only thing he knows about marine life
i3 what he learncd in the Fremantle harhonr,
I presume he is one of the pets of the Minis-
ter for.Works.

The Minister for Works: I have no pets
at ail. :

Mr. UNDERWOQOD: He is sent to Eng-
land to advise naval drchitects upon the
building of ships to trade along the North-
West coast.

The Minister for Works: Ts he a trades-
mgn? T

Mr, UNDERWOOD: Yes, to this extent,
that he was not apprenticed but-worked in a
foundry which made briak-making machinery.
* Mr. Pickering: That onght to qualify him.

The Minister for Works: He loarned how
to use tools, and conld do a job.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: He might be able to
do & joh. Docs lie know the conditions along
the North-West coast? He did not serve his
time.. .
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The Minister for Works: Is he a mechanic?

Mr. UNDERWOOD: I want the Govern-
ment fo go into the question and give it fair
consideration. I tried again and again to see
the Minister for Mines and tel! him about
this case, but I could never find him in his
office, although I tried both by telephorie and
personal application, Unless 1 get a satis-
actory reply to this, I am going further. I
intend to call for Mr. Bennetts’ papers, and
I am going to make a statement regarding his
private life,

The Minister for Works: What has that
to do with it¢

Mr., UNDERWOOD: Nothing at all, but
the Minister will see affer I have finished
whether he likes it or not.

The Minister for Works: What has his pri-
vate life got to do with it? .

Mr. UNDERWOQOD: Thke Minister surely
wants an honest man.

The Minister for Works: Oh, well!

Mr., UNDERWOOD: Suppose it is a case
of stealing from the wharf? How will that
suit the Minister?

The Minister for Woerks: Do you say he is
not an honest man?

Mr. UNDERWOOD: Let the Minister in-
quire of the Police Department. I will ask
for his papers and the Minister will find out.
I am pleased that almost every speaker has
had something to say about the North-West.
I am also glad that we have a Minister for
the North-West who, we are told by the
‘'West Australian,’” can speak with the au-
thority of knowledge. He was up there for
10 minutes—not even that.” We also have be-
fore us the question of the North-West Rail-
way and Development League. Several things

can be done up there to assist production. I’

am not speaking as one requiring justice for
my constitnency. .We do not want justice;
we are doing very well We will tell the
Government, however, how they can improve
their production. Production is the essence
of the remedy for any difficulties we are in.
I do not intend to speak abont the railway
from Carnarven to the Gascoyne Junectiom.
The member for Gastoyne (Mr. Angelo) has
tabled & motion concerning that. Such a

railway, however, is not only warranted
but will pay the cost of rumming. Tt
will  also increase the renis *on the
pastoral areas, it will serve.

Mr. O’Loghlen: That has been said
about every railway that has Dbeen econ-

structed.

Mr, UNDERWOOD: This is an excep-
tional railway. With regard to the various
ports along the coast, one of the most urgent
needs is the exploration of the
Gulf with a view to finding a safe port,
and one in which a wharf can be run out
and ships go =alongside to serve the people
in the back country. I have very little to
say about Port Hedland except that a water
supply is absolutely necessary there. We have
heard a good deal about pearl shell The
pearl shell industry is a very valuable ome,
Further than that, we have, including Thurs-

Exmouth -

* that gunarantee.

die said the Government were
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day Island, eight-tenths of the world‘s sup-
ply of the best pearl shell. Leaving out
Thursday Island, we have over two-thirds
of the good pear! shell supply. Notwith-
standing this, shell is being continuvally
manipalated by dealers. If the fisher of the
ghell could deal direct with: the users we
would have nothing to complain of. We
have at present dealers who take this shell,
and who sometimes run up the price and
sometimes put it down. I undertake to say
that the dealers in shell get more ount.of it
than the fishers of shell. This ean be ob-
viated by co-operation, which can only he
successful if the Government guarantee to
finance the smaller men. Co-operation may
seem easy under those circumstances, but it
is not so easy because some of the fishers
of shell are also dealers in shell. Tt is some-
what like a bookmaker ewning a horse. 1If
the Government could guarantee a price to
the smaller men I am certain that this sys-
tem of co-operation could be brought into
force. After it is brought into foree the
pearlers ean be let go and they will win ount
for themselves.

The Minister for Works: The Govern-
ment have already given a guarantee.

My, UNDERWOQOD: I know all about
The member for Coolgar-
die (Mr, Lambert) spoke about the Yampi
Sound iron ore. I am afraid he was not ac-
quainted with the cireumstances. Accord-
ing to the State Mining FEngineer, we
have at Yumpi Sound 97,000,000 tons of 63
per cent, iron ore above high tide level. The
Queensland Government arve considering the
question of taking over a portion of that
jron, If hon. members would look at the
pamphlets issued by the Hon. Mr. Mae-
Donald, of New South Wales, they would see
at a glance the position. The Queensland
Government proppse to bring eoal from
Bowen, to build a coal bin at Yampi, to
take iron back to.DBowen, and treat it with
the coal that they have almost on the coast
line. If we Western Australians' eould get
a good coal at Yampi, which is on the Bast-
ern shore of King’s Sound, we would abso-
lutely alter the running of all ships on the
North-West coast and on the Singapore
runs. To-day our ship has to take 1,000
tons of coal from Fremantle, which was pre-
viougly brought from Newcastle, to take her
to Darwin and back. If we had that run-
ning round ihe other end of the coast she
could leave here with a few hundred tons
of coal, bunker at Yampi Sound, and take
700 or 800 tons more cargo on her morthern
trip. That js what the proposal of the
Queensland Government would mean to us,
over and above the question of working the
jron deposits. I do not know why the North
of Australia should always pay tribute teo
south Australia. The member for Caolgar-
absolutely
lacking in their attention to the South-West
because they were Luilding works at Bun-
bury, instead of allowing the money to go
to Bowen. I do not infend to speak at any
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further great length.
these who have spoken about the dsvelop-
ment of the North-West andl the North have
to a great extent missed the main essential
in vegard to that- developmeit. The North-
West or the North or Darwin can never be
developed until we have provided markets
for the produce of those parts, and providec
ships to earry thal rroduce to markets. That
is zomething that the North-West and the
Korthern Railway Development League has
possibly overlouked. Ho far as the produce
iii the North is concerped, [ can say, as one
who has been almost thromgh the whole of
Australia, that when it eomies to a question
of irrigation, and oaly slight irrigation,
there is-no part of Australian with the pre-
ductive capacity of the Kimberleys., We at
one time had a Commissioner for Tropical
Agriculture, Mr. Despeissis; who took a* trip
" through the North-West and wrote a pams
phlet with regard,to tropical agriculture.
Then - he settled himself down in the Agri-
eultural _ Bepartment in St George’s ter-
race. - He was settled there, commforiable as
a bug in a rug, and then the hard-hearted
member for North-ast Fremantle (Mr.
Angwin) came along and - wanted
know what he was doing. The hon. member
“then pushed the tropical commissioner out
on to a cold hard world. '
Mr, Teeadale: He was a good man, too.
Mr. UNDERWOOD: He was a good man.
1.know of no man better able to settle him-
delf comfortably .in St. George’s-terrace than
Mr, Despeissis. If we are going to develop
the North we will have to get a man to go
to the North and stay there
Mr. Teesdale: He had no chanée® of
staying there; he was hooted ont as soon as
he made his repori. .
Mr. UNDERWOOD: He was booted "put
when he cettled himself down,- comfortably
engeonged in hig office in St. George’s-ter-
race. What we want is 2 man who will stop
in the WNorth and ecatry on  experi-
ments - there and  nmot _in his office
in St. Geovge's-terrace. That is why

Mr. Despeissis was put out of his position as.

Commissioner for Tropical Agrieniture. I
trust that the speeches which have "been
made on the Address-in-reply are an indica-
tion that members are determined to make an
effort to populdte the North and that they
will nse some judgment in doing so.

Mr. JONES (Fremantle) [2.35]: Like
every other hon. memher who has addressed
himself to the quesiion, I do not know whe-
ther it iz worth while to criticise. Members
who have spoken have offered eriticisms and
have called for various things to he done in
different parts of the State, but no notice
has been taken of them so far as Ministers
afe concerned. In point of fact, it seems fo
be almost as hard for Ministers to ocenpy
their seats on the front benches as it does
for them to remain in the State of Western
Australia during veeess. 'The. only-point ‘is
that it eosts considerably less for them to

{10}

I desire to add that

to
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Le absent from their seats when the House
is in session.

Mu, Johnston: There was not _one on your

side juat now. -
Hon. P, Collier; Gan yon wonder at it aFter
two hours of drivel '
My, JONES: The mewber for Williams-
Nariogin can stand a couple of hourg from
me if he likes.

Mr, Johnston: We will be pleased to hear

of. .

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! :

My, JONES: Tt will be of advantage to
find out frdin the hon, member what his
party are thinking of. 1 do not believe they
are eapable of thinking for themselves,

Mr. Pickering: You are not mueh of a
judge. -

Mr, JONES: Not much of a judge of the
thought the hon. member expresses. After
the. specch of the leader of the Opposition,
my illusirious Jleader, one wonld have ex-
peeted “ the Government te show some de-
gree of shame, sote degree of sorrow at the
numergns shortcomings that . were referved
to, and the thought that they were fo in-
capable of governing the Htate. But it
seema that the oanly pfople who can stir a

Govermment to any sense of shame are the-
members on their own side, the member for °
. Irwin {Mr. Gardiner) snd the member for

Perth (Mr. Pilkington). Those hom. mem-
bers indulged in criticism, and tien realising

you; we will know what you are thinking.

that solidarity must be observed by desile -

membery sitting on the opposite and cross-
Iothes, that there miist be ne split in the
Nationalist party when facing the electors,
the big_gun of the Ministry, the big bluff-

stakes of the Cabinet, is put vp o make a.

reply which evidenfly the Premier is incap-
able of doing if he is awake long enough to
make a reply of any deseription, QConsider-
able criticism has been indnlged in. Some
of it is worthy of notice and mueh of it is
nof. The leader of the Opposition stated a
most ohvious fact, -a seientific fagt, when he
declared that there was a class war in exist-
enee. It is amazing to hear members on the
Government side, men who one would think
had read, and probably koew more of the
matter than I do myself, endeavouring to
blind the eyes of not merély this House, but
the conntry to the very obvivus fact of the
existence of a class war, The member for

- Perth declared that such a thing did not

exist. Several other members of the Coun-
try party bhave endeavoured to make the

. same statement, but T would remind those

members that somewhere in the fifteenth
century, a gentleman named Copernicus dis-
tovered that the earth revolved aroind the
sen,  Copernicus did -not make the earth re-
wolve argund the sun, he merely diseovered
the fact, aud pointed it ont. Darwin and
Lamarek and other thinkers bave advanced

tho idea in their works that there is a strug- -

gle for existence so- far as the biological
world is concerned, that the prineiple of the
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survival of the ﬁ'ttégt. obtains. To-day I be-
lieve that every schoolboy knows this, Even

" the member for Pilbara realises the fact.

He kiiows that there is a law of the survival
of the fittest in nature. But Darwin did
not ereate that law. Darwin discovered and
ennnciated the seientific principle thai the
fittest in plant life, in animal life, survive
in the world, The law was there before
Darwin existed, and it is just as absurd to
say that members on this side of the House
wha peint out a scientifie principle such as
a elass struggle, are endeavouring to foster
that 'class struggle, as it would be to say
that Professor Dakin of the -University is
creating a struggle for existende, is helping
to foster the law of the survival of the fit-

test because he teachez obvions faets. A
elass struggle exists in modern society.
The member for Williams-Nurrogin aud

other thinkers in the world to-day who care
to look into the things that are causing in-
dustrial wnrest in- the world, will recognise
that they are directly the result of the class
struggle which exists in modern society, and
no Industrial Peace Bill and no Arbifration
Court and no amount, of very micely worded
- speeches by the member for Perth will make
it possible for a better agreemeni to exist
between the master class and the employed
class. No argwment can alter the fact that
between those who own the machinery of
production and those who own nothing but
their labour power fhere is a difference so
wide that it cannot be bridged over even
by politieal action or by the change of Gov-
ernment which will take placé next year.
Mr, Johnston: You are'a pessimist on thab
point,
Mr, JONES: T realise, and the hon. mem-
_ ber at such a time when he was secretary of
the social Aemocratie party at Kalgoorlie

realized too—if he @id not he had no right to’

belong to that party—that that elass war
exists, Of conrse as the member for Kat-

anning (Mr. Thomson) assured us during-

the timé when he was a member of the
working class, he realised that it wounld be
much easier to be an employer instead of
having to do that horrible work ‘which mem-
bers gay that I never do—and I hope T may
never-have to do hard work. I am sorry the
member for Pilbara (Mr, Underwood) is not
in the Chamber, because’ dnring the years
that T spent in the North-West I had the
reputation of being .the laziest man there,
and T am proud of if. TIn the exercise of
this elass war which the member for Wil

liams-Narrogin knows so mueh of, it must

be realised that it is apparent that if there

is one man who gwns the maehinery of pro-

dnetion and anéther man who owns nothing
but his labour power, the law of hunger
comnels the man with ouly his labour power
to sell it to the owning class—the mem-
- ber for Williams-Narrogin wsed to. talk
abont it from a scop box in. Hannan-street
and endeavour to convert mine*s to believe
that onlv by a vevolntion covld the ‘golden

age; be, achieved—- ) L
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_ Hon. P. Collier:
sinee,

Mr. JONES: My ideas regarding econg
mics. a3 they exist to-day may seem rathe
tame after the speeches with which we haw
been favonred by the member for Subize
(Mr, Brown) and the member for Bunbur:
(Mr. Money). As a mere evolutionary com
munist, T feel considerably out of dat
after those utterances—utterances undoubt
edly full of Bolshevism and of anarchy.

Hon. P. Qollier: But a respectable forn
of Bolshevism.

Mr. JONES: The anarchic principles whicl

the member for Bunbury has advecated ir
this House make my views seem, in compari
son, almost ay reactionary as those .of the
Minister for Works. The member for Perth
(Mr, Pilkington), in arguing that there wa:
no class war, brought forward an illustra
tion as regards the wool buyer and the wool
producer. Tf that is the kind of argumeni
with which that eminent King’s Counsel
would seek to bolster up the case of his
glient, T have great sympathy with the mem-
ber for Williams-Narrogin (Mr. Johnston).
It must be realised that the wool buyer and
the wool producer belong to the same econo-
wi¢ class—the master class, the ruling class,
call it what you will. They are members of
the same eclass, and consequently the com-
“petition between them iz just the same sort
of eompetifion as we get between the mem-
ber for Perth and Ministers when that hon.
member criticises the Government and imme-
*diately afterwards votes with them. Like
the member for EKatanning (Mr. Thomson),
T realise that after the speech with which the
House' has been favoured this evening by
the member for Pilbara (Mr. Underwood),
any attempt at prolonging the debate seema
almost like endeavouring to sing a glee inm
o cemetery. Still, something has to be.done;
- someoni must endeavour to save the country,
and I would certainly like to do my bit to-
wards ‘that important end.

Mr. Nairn: You de not believe in doing it
by work, though.

Mr. JONES: 1 believe in doing just the
same kind of work as the member for Swan
does—letting the other fellow do the work
and making a profit out of it; just keeping
the books and adding up the bank balance,
making out the wages sheet and occasionally
gigning a cheque. .

Mr. Teesdale: Ts there any clasa war.he-
tween yon and your employees?

He has slipped somewha

Mr. JONES: Undoubtedly. -Consciously
or unconsciously, that class war exists. Let

‘me ‘give an illustration. There is a gentle:
main’' who stands’at the corner of Murray and
Barrack-streets on Sunday nights and ed-
deavours to convinee all and sundry that
the earth is flat and that the sun goes round
the earth. DBut the faet that -the  gentleman
in ouestion’ believes this does not- alter the
further faet that the Copernican system is
in existerce and that. the solar svatpr is
moving even though the member for * Pil-
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hara does not want children te be instrueted
about it at school. Similarly, the fact that
ttie member for Roebourne (Mr. Teesdale)
and - those who happen to be working for
him do not realise the existence of the class
war, does not mean that that war does not
exist. Like every other employer, if I
wanted a man I would put on one whe did
not know these things, one who believed that
there was an amieable relation between cm-
ployer and employee. 1 would ¢ut out the
agitator altogether. If I were an employer,
1 certainly wounld not employ wmyself. The
Government have been criticised up hill and
down dale on the question of their finances.
Personally I feel no regrets.at the existence
of a deficit in this State.
defieit is jmst a bogey. Siill, T cannot help
drawing a few eomparisons between the pro-
fessions of the Government and their actions
during the lust few months. Pleading lack of
fimds, the Government have neglected the
Eduecation Department, have net built schools
that are required, and have denied a recirea-
tion hall to the patients at TWooroleo.
However, I npderstand that .owillg to !;he
nearness of the general eleetion a recreation
hall is to be provided at Wooroloo.  This
may be deseribell as an electioneering dodge
on the part of the Government. Ministers
allowed . the puhblic service to ¢o on strike
rather than give them a living pittance. They
have held wp noblic works, have refused to go
on with works which have been passed and
for whieh the money has been voted by Par-
lizment, simply hbecause the Minister for
Works refused to pay a living pittance to the
men who wanted employment on those jobs.

[The Deputy Speaker took the Chair.)

The Minister for Works: Why do not you
tell the truth¥

Mr, JONES: The Minister knows it is per-
feetly trne. " He knows that he refused to pay
what is in Fremantle the recognised rate as
a matter of comparison with the railway ar-
bitration rate. He knows that he has held up
the waterworks and the breakwater at Fre-
mantle.

The Minister for Worka: On a point of

vrder, is the hon, member correct in stating
what is not true with regard to thé wages
puid by the Government to men at Sounth
Fremantle? .

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: The Minister
for Works denies a statement which the mem-
bher for Fremwantle has made regarding wages
Taid at Fremantle. . .

The Minister for Works: The statement
I object to was that the Minister for Works
was not vaying the rate of wages nrovided
hy the rai'ways award. T say that statement
ix abgolrtelv false. .

Mr. JONES: T snrgest, Mr. Deputy
Speaker, that yon are there not as a judge
pf the truth but as a judge of order. .

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: The memher
for Fremantle may- proceed. - o
“Mr. TANES: The Minister for Worka mn-
donbtedly knows that i resérvoir which was

More or less the.
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to be huilt in Fremantle was held up because
the Public Works Department refused to pay
the rate which was demanded by the men who
wantzd té work on that job. ’ .

The Minister jor Works: "That is a dif-
ferent thing altogether. You said that I re-
fused to pay the rates of the railways award,
and -that statemeéut is {alsz.

‘A, JONES: 1 said, the rate that was
worked out in comparison with the railways
award; the railway awoard rate plus 1ls.,
which is a fair allowance as between men em-.
ployed casually and men employed in per-
manent service with the privileges attaching
thereto. -

The Minister for Worka: That very re-
mwark shows that you do not know what you
are talking ahout.

Mr. JONES: I know that owing to the
obstinacy of the Minister a very necessary
work was not gone on with., I know that last
session money was voted for the erection of
4 breakwater at Fremaitle, and that the work
has not Leen done. )

The Minister for
the wages?

Mr, JONES:
wages. .

The Minister for Works: That is untrue.

Mr. JONES: I know the Minister is going
to put up some guibble, but he knows fall
well that the wages question was hehind the
whole thing.

The Minister for Works: ‘That statement
i3 quite false. .

Mr. JONES: I would be very pleased for
the sake of the State to see the breakwater
being continued.

The Minister for Works: That is another

Works: On aecount of

Mainly on account of ithe

matter.. Your statement is false, all the
same. -
Mr. JONES: T would like to see that

money which has been-passed by FParliament
being expended through its rightful channel,
I want to see that because I realise that the-
breakwater extension is going to be a benefit
to the eommunity. Fishing, which is practi-
cally an impossibility about Fremantle at the-
present time, can be gone on with directly the
fishing boats have some harbour in which
they can take shelter. Then the Minister for
Works will be able to take a crayfish home at
night. : ’

The Minister for Works: I rise to a point
of order.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER. What is the
point of order?

The Minister for Works: Some statemants
whiech the member for Fremantle has made
arc abanlutely false. .

The DEFUTY SPEAKER: That is’ not a
point of order. The Minister for Works will
have an opportunity of refuiing those state-
ments at a leter stage. ' .

Mr. JONER: . The Minister for Works ac-
cyses me of making - false statements. I
would like that statement withdrawn. It is
z reflection on my truthfulness- and honesty. |

The DEPUTY SPEAKFER: T will ask the

- Minister to Withdraw the statement,

The Minister’ for Works: If ' you,  Rir,
state that T must withdraw a statement that



anh .

the hoen. member’s statements are false,
when | know that imy statement is true, of
course 1 will withdraw it. |

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: I bave no op-
portenity of judging which statement is ae-
curate, The, member for Fremantle ecan make
statenients, aiud the Minister will -have an
opportunity later of refuting those satements.

The Miunister for Works: T cannot on this
deliate, Sir.

The DEPUTY
ister spoken alreadyf?

The Mihister for Works: Yes.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: The business
oi the House must proceed, -The member for
Tremantle has the floor, and [ ask the Miu-
ister. not to interject. . -

Mr. JONES: T will endeavour to let the
Minister down more lightly.  The member
for, Pilbara™ (Mr. Underwood) has referred
to the State steamship ‘‘Bambra,’’ Un-
doubtediy the Minister in charge of the State
Steamship Service is going to risk a very
scrious loss of life if he does not place the
steering Zear on the ‘‘Bambra’’ in the hands
of engineers whe are cipable of attending to
it. Ih saying that, 1 make no allegation
against the ability of the present engineering
staft of the ‘‘Bambra’’; but it must be
realised that she,is an’ ex-Gefman boat fitted

with what Y think is known as a tclemotor
steering  gear, which works largely on the
hydraulie principle, It is very questiorable
. whether the average enginecr, trained in the
ordinary steamship, understands that -class
of steering gear. The Minister in charge
of the Sfate Steamship Serviee therefore
has the responsibility of seeing that that
partienlar steéring gear iz in the hands
of mef who. thoroughly  understand
I dbeliecve that such a man is obtainable, that
an engineer. who has worked on that class of
machinery can be found, At present it is
guite unsafe for the ‘‘Bambra’’ to go. on the
North-West coast with her steering gear as
wnreliable as it is. Three or four times dur-

-

ing the last year has that gear failed. Tt is

nnfair. to the State Steamship Hervice and to
the passengers travelling by tbe ‘‘Bambra’’
{hat lives should be.trusted to faulty gear,
T understand that the ‘‘Bambra’’ first came
.into .the hands of - the Government in:some

indirect way through the Nevavas eontract. .

-Fhat being so, - we - would - naturally expect
something about her to be a little crook, and
apparently . it is in' the steering gear. Then
there .is the question of.- the shipwrights,
whom. the A Government compelled- to eease
woik. Very few-men -were-affected, but it is
‘another” evidence ' of . the "obstinaey and
stupidity -of- the -Government which eame in
to straighten out the affairs of the country.

. The' Government refused té give the'increases
"fo the shipwrights; and “consequently those

- men had to' dease work,salthough in the mean-
$ime- private employers ‘were ablecto -pay the

. -increases, -and even. the yGovernmént, in send-
ing. a man- -to, ;similar ,work at- Mandufah,

- . ayere able: to.pay. hini the..incr¢ased..wages
- r-plug . hisa tt&"@l!ing.:ﬁxpenﬂeﬂg,n M

= de vy
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The Minister for Works: Do yom say
we paid £1 a day to_a shipwright &t 3
dorah?

Mr. JONES: No, he was a diver,
ployed on a similar line of work.

The Minister for Works: We paid
diver what we agreed to pay him.

My. JONES: The XMinister did
i £1 per day, but he allowed the s
wrights to cease work rather than pay v
they were asking for. .

The Minister for Works: "Why mix tl
up with the divers? s

My, JONES: 'Because the divers were -
concerned, they were on similar work.
Government have refiised to cash the
bonds of returned soldiers in. their ewpl
they have discoutinued that infinitesimal
which the old age pensioners were: getl
over and ahove their Federal peasions,
they have cut down the extra rations wl
indigent families were receiving, . All t}
little economies have they exercised, yet t
could afford to throw away £20,000 on

entlemen who geabbed at Fremantle.

overnment are facing their last session
a Government in this State. They will
down to posterity with perbhaps the most
noxiotis name ever atiached to any Gow
ment of Western Australia, namely, the s
Government, Wherever possible the Gow
mént have faithfully .and truly dome )
work for the class they represent in the e
*war. In every industrial confliet that
gceurred they have been ready and prepa
with the scabs, with special Thugs, spe:
policemen, prepared to- pay any amount
money in order to do the dirty work of -
master class. If any Government ever
served to be called by an opprobrious ng
this Government deserves the name of
seab Govermment.

Mr. Pickering: You are trying to fas
the name on them.

" My, JONES: I did not give them
name, hut 1 have heard it used in many pa
of the State. o
. The Minister for Works:
company you keep.

Mr. JONES: The company of my o

Jdlass, thé working class. o

Mr.. Teesdale: But you are not a work
you do'ndt work, ‘ . '

Mr. JONES: That I do not work does 1

- alter. the .fact that I helong to the Wworki
class, . - Lo .

.. The Minister for Woiks: Then you 1
scabhing on them. o

Mr. JONES: That T refuse to do he
‘maoual toil does not alter the fact that
have declined to sell my principles—as so

. supporters of the. Mipistry have. done—a
go over to thé master class, against whom
are fighting, . f ’ X

n - Mr, Teesdale: You are a master, an ¢
ployer, yourgelf,. - _~ . . " 7
. Mz, JONEB: - ‘The: hon, member. is jokia
Perhaps it is more. mereiful to.say very lit
-in -eritigisne-of. the Government, to look. up

upthem, more in.sorrow than ju.anger, to-les

'It' ghows



them to their fate, and to the will of the
people in a féw months’ time.

On motion by Mr. Chessoﬁ,_ debate ad-
- journed.

House gdjowrned ot 10.10 p.m.

——  ——————
_—_— e —
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at.4.30
pm., and read prayers.

, LEAVE OF ABSENCE .
_ Om .motion by Hon. H. Stewart leavé of
. ahsence for six cousecutive . sittings of, tl_:le
~ House granted to, the Hon. J. A. Greig
- (South-East) on the ground of ill-health.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY. |
. Beventh Pay. . .. 0 .-
Debate reésumed "f‘rm'n ﬂi_q ‘Pi-gvioq,s “day.
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Miltington was one of -the best we bawve
-known to represent the views of his censtitu-
cnts;. He developed .inte a .strong, severe,
and capable eritic. Indeed I may.add he was
an exceedingly cynital critic, though he al-
ways imparted into his speeches .a certaid
amount of huimour that was exceedingly sel-
come in the Chamber, I can only hope that
the new members—they are not personally
kuown to me—will-prove equally good men
as the three whom they have displaced. T do

. not think I should lose this opportunity to

.

congratnlate Mr. Harrls on the remarks he
made in his speech on the Address-in-reply.
We all of us whd. have gone through that ex-
perience know it i3 father a tryimg ordeal,
.and I think we wmay admit that he came
through it with credit:’ With regard to the
Address-in-reply and the Speéech of His Ex-

- cellency the Govermor, it scems to.be very

frll of what has been done by the-Govern- ~
ment and what the prospects are, We.do not
see in it a great deal of what it is proposed
to do; indeed it is a very difficult Speech to
‘say very much about, because it does not- in-

© vite keen eritielsm and. it does not -6pen. the’

way to a large amount of discussion. One
“thing X congratulate the Government on, and
~particularly on acecount ‘of its brevity, is
the list of" Bills it is proposed to sub-
mit” for the consideration, of members. - Tt
seems to-be the ambition of every Govern-
ment to be able to say at the close of a-ses-
sion, ‘‘Look at the number of. Bills we have
submitted and' passed; see. how many have
-been treated -in thia.or in that way.’? My
idea iz that we want to address ourselves
“mote to administration than to legislation.
‘There is plenty of legistation already on the

- statute-hook and the great requirement at the

Hon. Sir E. H. WITTENOOM (North) -

--[4.38}: T would like to preface the remarks
"I am’ going to make by expressing my regret

at the loss of three members who were with'

is last year in ‘the House. X vefer to Mr,

Allen, Mr. Carson, and Mr. Millington. Those

three gentleimen 'were with us a very long

period and we must zll agree that they ecar- -

- ried out their duties, so far as.this Houge is -
coneerned, in a very satisfaetory manner. '

Two of them were known to me, fairly inti-
mately personaily; .and. by the constitnencies
they represented they were held
greateat respect. They, were inen df ,high
character and good positions, They ‘carried
out. their duties in thia' House satisfactorily
*.and weré of very greait service by reason of
_the experience they gainéd on’ account-oft the
period in 'wh‘i(;,h ‘they ‘were' able to :render
_sorviee to thg country. With rezard to Mr.

in the -

* Millington, his views om piiblic matters were, -

to a Targe extent; opposed to 'my own, but I

~Fgome

will say hé was always exceedingly straight- -

forward' "in ‘submitting thoser wiews, We
all' recognise “that different . views. -should
be, represented .in'- this House, and. .that

present . time is that. the various departments
should confine themselves td administration,
sd that we may~get the fingnces-of the coun-
try into, a .good, position. ' The first' vital
.paragraph in the Speech is in conngetion with
prodnction.. It says— . o
:My advisers, however, because -of the

. ability of the Btate .te produce in abund-
-ance many of .the. things,..of which the
world is ‘most in ueedl, feel-that tlie pros-
pects are .encouraging, ..and.that vigour,

L)

enterprise,.. and goodwill »: amongst , the
.people—— - T TR
.I emphasise this, . ., r .. et

P Hae
are.alone , necessary- to rep]'ac.e; the mater{al
losses of .war, and .to.inaugurate ;a. period

-~ of expansion. . T e

oI need hardly point .ot to .hon: members..that
“were .we able ‘to eotmand ‘these. thrée..condi-
wtiong, vigour, venterprise, -and vgoodwill, . we
+8hoiild have no-trouble-in iinereasing onr pro-,
-duetion, \becavse at the presént time what we

-really. want is vigour .and!enterprige;.andnto

extent .igoodiwilki v The ~tWbi., graat

.troubles:- that.: confront Adti-aten the pre-’
sent . time-are;, onr the-‘onehand; industrial

- vtroubles: and ‘on’. -the.."other~ithe:inensts »-of

living, and - .one. is,-'to- ;g large; sxtent,

- thére- is mnothing like having really -good .sconsequent.:on. the, othek. .. If:. we, can im:

-'men to expound -‘those -views.. L..maintain «
that, amongst those whom'we had here, Mr. . fogether to discuss the' present;

aging a .worker, and approdugcer, sitting. down

alt“‘q-ﬁénmt;hé N



